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Demonstrators  get  unexpected  support 

GLDC  Snubs  Dukakis  at 
Abortion  Rights  Rally 


By  Karen  Kahn 

BOSTON  —  Lesbians  and  gay 
men  opposed  to  Governor 
Dukakis’  anti-gay  and  -lesbian 
foster  policy  demonstrated  here 
January  22  against  his  presence  as 
keynote  speaker  at  an  abortion 
rights  rally.  The  foster  care  policy, 
which  officially  goes  into  effect 
February  1 ,  sets  up  a  hierarchy  of 
placements  designed  to  exclude 
single  people  and  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  from  guardianship  of  foster 
children. 

Approximately  30  members  of 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee  (GLDC),  organized 
last  spring  to  overturn  the  policy, 
attended  the  Massachusetts  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Choice  13th  anniversary 


commemoration  of  the  legaliza¬ 
tion  of  abortion,  at  Boston’s 
Church  of  the  Covenant.  They  ex¬ 
pressed  their  support  for 
reproductive  rights  as  well  as  their 
dismay  at  the  Coalition’s  decision 
to  invite  the  governor  to  speak. 

Protesters  handed  out  leaflets  to 
audience  members  and  rally 
organizers,  stating  the  connection 
between  “our  right  to  choose 
whether  to  bear  children”  and 
“our  right  to  choose  in  what  sort 
of  homes  we  will  raise  them.” 
During  Governor  Dukakis’ 
remarks,  they  stood  and  turned 
their  backs  to  the  podium.  With 
large  pink  triangles  pinned  to  their 
clothing  and  “foster  equality” 


signs,  the  demonstrators  made  a 
powerful  visual  statement. 

The  steering  committee  of 
Coalition  for  Choice  consists  of 
Planned  Parenthood-Mass., 
Mass.  CHOICE  (state  affiliate  of 
the  National  Abortion  Rights  Ac¬ 
tion  League),  the  Civil  Liberties 
Union  of  Mass.,  the  Religious 
Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights 
(RCAR)-Mass.,  the  Mass.  League 
of  Women  Voters,  and  the 
Reproductive  Rights  National 
Network  (R2N2)  of  Boston.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Shelley  Mains  of  R2N2, 
committee  members  argued  that 
the  governor  was  invited  because 
he  appeared  to  be  backing  away 
from  support  for  the  reproductive 
rights  movement.  In  the  face  of  a 
possible  referendum  on  the 
November  ballot,  which  would  ask 
Massachusetts  voters  to  approve  a 
state  constitutional  amendment 
barring  the  use  of  Medicaid  funds 
to  pay  for  abortion,  they  said  they 
believed  it  was  essential  to  push  the 
governor  to  declare  publicly  his 
support  for  state-funded  abortion. 

Some  Coalition  members  took 
strong  exception  to  the  GLDC  ac¬ 
tion.  Seemingly  nervous  about  a 
possible  disruption  of  the  event  or 
a  confrontation  with  the  governor, 
ushers  asked  GLDC  members 
leafletting  inside  the  hall  to  leave, 
and,  in  some  cases,  harassed  those 
standing  during  Dukakis’  speech. 
Susan  Shaer,  president  of  the 
Massachusetts  League  of  Women 
Voters,  told  GCN  she  was  afraid 
“protesters  would  turn  others 
away  from  the  event  by  appearing 
to  be  barricading  the  entrance.” 

Neither  Shaer  nor  Nicki  Nichols 
Gamble,  executive  director  of 
Planned  Parenthood  and  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  Coalition,  said  they  saw 
any  direct  connection  between  the 
foster  care  policy  and  the  issue  of 
reproductive  rights.  Nichols  Gam¬ 
ble,  speaking  for  the  Coalition, 
told  GCN  she  applauded  the 
governor’s  support  for  the 
reproductive  rights  movement, 
and  argued  that  audience  members 
probably  disagreed  with  the  gover- 


Abortion  is  still  legal ,  but ... 

Roe  v.  Wade: 

13  Years  Later 

By  Stephanie  Poggi 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  in  featured  U.S.  Rep.  Henry 
Boston  commemorated  the  Hyde  (R-IL),  author  of  the 
13th  anniversary  of  the  Roe  v.  1977  Hyde  Amendment  which 
Wade  Supreme  Court  decision  cut  off  federal  Medicaid  for 
legalizing  abortion  by  arguing  abortion, 
for  a  broader  reproductive  Boston  Mayor  Raymond 
rights  agenda  that  includes  les-  Flynn  welcomed  the  “return  to 
bian  and  gay  foster  parenting  God,”  anti-abortion  gathering. 

- - — -  Taking  his  cue  from  President 

News  commentary  Reagan,  who  welcomed  ap- 
- — - —  proximately  35,000  anti¬ 
rights.  Meanwhile,  across  the  abortion  activists  to 
U.S.,  supporters  of  abortion  Washington,  D.C.,  Flynn  de¬ 
rights  rallied  on  the  January  22  dared  a  “Respect  for  Life 
anniversary  to  gather  momen-  Day”  in  Boston, 
turn  for  a  stronger  resistance  to  Earlier  on  the  19th,  the 
opponents.  South  Middlesex  chapter  of 

Abortion  rights  activists  NOW  picketed  Cardinal  Law’s 
delivered  coat  hangers  to  residence  in  response  to  his 
legislators,  symbolizing  the  public  anti-abortion  fervor, 
days  of  back-alley  abortions,  Abortion  rights  activists  in  New 
and  held  rallies  and  candlelight  York  assailed  the  Roman 
vigils  in  a  number  of  cities.  In  Catholic  bishops  of  the  state 
Boston,  approximately  50  who  have  asked  their  congrega- 
reproductive  rights  activists  tions  to  sign  postcards  urging 
picketed  the  annual  anti-  Governor  Cuomo  to  end  New 
abortion  rally  at  Faneuil  Hall  York  state  Medicaid  for  abor- 
on  January  19.  The  event  Continued  on  page  3 


Despite  strong  church  opposition 

Activists  Optimistic  on 
N.Y.  Rights  Bill  Success 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

NEW  YORK  —  For  the  six¬ 
teenth  time  in  as  many  years,  the 
New  York  City  Council  will  con¬ 
sider  a  bill  insuring  equal  rights  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Activists  an¬ 
ticipate  that  the  measure  will  pass. 

Mayor  Edward  I.  Koch  in¬ 
troduced  the  legislation,  this  year 
known  as  Intro.  2,  on  January 
21.  The  bill  would  outlaw 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  in  housing, 
employment,  and  public  accom¬ 
modation.  The  measure  defines 
“sexual  orientation’’  as 
“heterosexuality,  homosexuality, 
or  bisexuality.”  Current  legisla¬ 
tion  forbids  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  race,  color,  creed,  na¬ 
tional  origin,  age,  sex,  and  marital 
status. 


The  legislation  is  as  notable  for 
what  it  will  not  do  as  for  what  it 
will  do.  It  specifically  excludes  the 
possibility  of  affirmative  action 
quotas  based  on  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  It  does  not  “limit  or  override 
the  present  exemptions  in  the 
human  rights  law,  including  those 
related  to  employment  concerns 
having  fewer  than  four 
employees... or  any  religious  or 
denominational  institution.”  Fur¬ 
ther,  the  law  states  that  it  does  not 
“endorse  any  particular  behavior 
or  way  of  life.” 

The  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill 
was  first  introduced  in  city  council 
in  1971.  It  was  released  from  the 
General  Welfare  Committee  only 
in  1974,  and  was  then  defeated  on 
the  council  floor.  Activists 


generally  agree  that  the  bill’s  pro¬ 
gress  out  of  committee  was 
blocked  by  former  council  majori¬ 
ty  leader  Tom  Cuite.  As  majority 
leader,  Cuite  was  responsible  for 
committee  assignments,  and 
reportedly  stacked  the  General 
Welfare  Committee  in  an  attempt 
to  block  the  bill.  Cuite  retired  in 
the  last  election,  and  his  successor 
as  majority  leader,  Peter  Vallone, 
has  said  that  he  will  not  attempt  to 
stack  the  committee  for  or  against 
the  bill. 

A  flurry  of  organizing  is  ex¬ 
pected,  both  for  and  against  the 
measure.  Andy  Humm  of  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  (CLGR)  said  that  the  group 
is  coordinating  a  letter-writing 
Continued  on  page  3 


Standing  up  to  the  Governor 


nor  on  a  whole  range  of  issues. 
“We  must  negotiate  our  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  celebrate  our  unity 
on  this  one  issue,”  she  asserted. 

The  Coalition,  however,  was 
not  in  full  agreement  over  the 
meaning  of  the  Governor’s 
presence  or  that  of  GLDC.  Both 
Massachusetts  NOW  members 
and  members  of  Boston  R2N2  ex¬ 
pressed  support  for  the  GLDC. 
Shelley  Mains  told  GCN  she  con¬ 
siders  it  important  to  point  out  the 
inconsistency  of  Dukakis’  speak¬ 
ing  out  for  abortion  rights  while 
implementing  policy  against  gay 
and  lesbian  foster  parents. 
Moreover,  she  explained, 
“Members  of  the  feminist  com¬ 
munity  need  to  realize  that  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  has  been 
consistently  supportive  of  the 
reproductive  rights  movement, 
and  deserves  more  than  to  be  made 
invisible  by  the  choices  of  the 
Coalition.” 

If  the  Coalition  was  somewhat 


at  odds  over  how  to  handle  the 
GLDC  protest,  speakers  at  the  ral¬ 
ly  were  suprisingly  forthcoming  in 
their  support  for  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community.  Dr.  Mary  Hunt, 
from  Catholics  for  a  Free  Choice, 
began  her  address  with  a  forceful 
statement,  clearly  articulating  the 
connections  between  reproductive 
rights  and  the  new  DSS  policy: 
“The  same  efforts  to  control 
choice  in  the  reproductive  area  are 
at  play  in  the  volatile  situation 
created  by  the  state  of 
Massachusetts’  prejudicial  ap¬ 
proach  to  foster  care.  Let  us  not 
forget  as  we  struggle  on  the  abor¬ 
tion  front  that  children’s  right  to 
safe,  abuse-free  homes,  with  lov¬ 
ing  guardians  of  whatever  sexual 
preference,  is  something  that  we 
must  also  safeguard.” 

Following  Dr.  Hunt,  Boston 
School  Committee  member 
Juanita  Wade  (in  remarks  read  in 
her  absence)  also  drew  attention  to 
Continued  on  page  3 


Dukakis ,  et.  al.  sued 


Foster  Care 
Suit  Filed 


By  Gordon  Gottlieb 

BOSTON  —  Four  weeks 
after  the  state’s  official  policy 
on  foster  care  was  published  in 
the  Massachusetts  Register,  a 
coalition  of  organizations  and 
individuals  filed  suit  in  Suffolk 
Superior  Court  on  January  30, 
challenging  the  state’s  foster 
care  regulations. 

According  to  Kevin 
Cathcart,  executive  director  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders  (GLAD),  the 
suit  seeks  a  preliminary  injunc¬ 
tion  prohibiting  enforcement 
of  the  current  regulations.  The 
suit,  Babets  et  al.  v.  Dukakis  et 
al.,  maintains  the  state  violates 
due  process,  equal  protection, 
and  privacy  rights  of  those 
Massachusetts  citizens  effec¬ 
tively  barred  from  foster  paren¬ 
ting  because  they  are  single  per¬ 
sons,  unmarried  persons,  or 
gay  men  or  lesbians.  Given  the 
unmet  need  for  additional 
foster  parents,  the  policy  is  not 
in  the  best  interest  of  foster 
children  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  Cathcart  said. 

The  defendants  in  the  case 
are  Massachusetts  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis,  Human  Ser¬ 
vices  Secretary  Philip 
Johnston,  and  Department  of 
Social  Services  (DSS)  Secretary 
Marie  Matava. 

Bringing  suit  are  GLAD, 
the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 


Massachusetts  (CLUM),  and 
the  National  Association  of 
Social  Workers  (NASW), 
joined  by  four  individuals 
whose  foster  parenting  status 
has  been  restricted.  The  four 
are:  Don  Babets  and  David 
Jean,  the  gay  Roxbury  couple 
whose  foster  children  were  re¬ 
moved  from  their  home  with 
much  public  fanfare  last  May; 
Rev.  Kathryn  Piccard,  who, 
although  a  foster  parent 
previously  for  17  children,  was 
disqualified  from  future  foster 
placements  when  she  replied 
“private”  to  DSS  inquiries 
about  her  sexual  orientation; 
and  Catherine  Brayden,  a  di¬ 
vorced  mother  of  two  and  ap¬ 
proved  foster  parent,  who  first 
refused,  but  finally  felt  com¬ 
pelled,  to  respond  to  questions 
about  her  sexual  orientation. 

Addressing  one  impact  the 
policy  has  had  on 
Massachusetts  social  workers, 
Doug  Peterson  of  the  NASW 
said  the  current  policy  “com¬ 
pels  social  workers  to  violate 
the  Commonwealth’s  own 
social  work  licensing  law’s  code 
of  ethics,  which  specifically 
proscribes  against  discrimina¬ 
tion  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference.” 

Jenifer  Firestone,  a  member 
of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Continued  on  page  3 


News  Notes 


Page  2  •  Gay  Community  News,  February  8,  1986. 


quote  of  the  week 

“The  only  thing  the  gays  said  was  they  would  be 
jobless  —  the  couturiers,  et  cetera,  the  hairdressers, 
and  all  of  that  [if  Corazon  Aquino  beats  Ferdinand 
Marcos  for  president  of  the  Philippines]....  And  the 
gays  said,  ‘You  know,  we  gays,  we  are  men  become 
women  because  of  our  reach  for  beauty.  You  know  us. 
We  love  beauty,  and  without  love  —  and  they  say  hate, 
and  we  love  God  and  we  don’t  like  Communists.’” 

—  Imelda  Marcos,  wife  of  President  Marcos,  still 
arguing  that  her  husband  will  win  the  “ gay  vote”  in 
the  upcoming  elections  for  the  presidency.  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
cos  said  dressmakers  and  hairdressers  told  her  they 
were  afraid  they  would  lose  their  jobs  under  a  “less 
flamboyant  administration,”  according  to  the  New 
York  Times. 

Marcos  has  ruled  the  Philippines  for  the  past  20 
years,  imposing  a  bloody  and  violent  dictatorship. 


the  quatrefoil 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  —  The  Quatrefoil  Library, 
Inc.,  a  non-profit  research  center  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community,  will  open  February  1  here.  The  library 
will  house  a  collection  of  approximately  1,300 
volumes,  some  archival  materials,  and  newspaper 
and  periodical  files,  according  to  the  New  York 
Native. 

Most  of  the  library’s  collection  belongs  to 
Quatrefoil  board  member  David  Irwin,  who  donated 
many  out-of-print  editions  which  are  difficult  to  find  in 
most  public  libraries,  including  a  complete  collection 
of  the  Mattachine  Review,  a  pioneering  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  magazine  of  the  1950s  and  1960s.  Irwin  stated 
plans  for  Quatrefoil  to  “grow  into  an  archive  and  re¬ 
source  center  with  records  and  videos.” 

—  Janice  Irvine 


coming  conferences 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  The  Eleventh  National 
Conference  on  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  will  be  held  on 
April  25-27  at  the  University  of  New  South  Wales  here. 
The  conference  will  be  organized  on  a  “multi-stream” 
basis  to  allow  for  diversity.  Streams  in  this  year’s  con¬ 
ference  will  include  Youth,  History,  Women,  and 
AIDS. 

The  organizers  are  seeking  a  logo  and  theme  for 
the  conference,  since  suggested  themes  (such  as 
“Harder,  harder,  faster,  faster”)  have  been  defeated. 
For  more  information,  contact  11th  Conference  Collec¬ 
tive,  PO  Box  K485,  Haymarket,  NSW,  2000,  Australia. 

*  *  ★ 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Seventh  National  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Health  Conference  and  Fourth  National 
AIDS  Forum  will  be  held  March  13-16  at  George 
Washington  University  here.  A  series  of  workshops 
and  seminars  will  focus  on  developments  in  health 
care  delivery  to  lesbians  and  gay  men,  with  topics  to 
include  AIDS,  substance  abuse,  aging,  and  general 
health  issues. 

Sponsors  of  the  forum  include  the  National  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Health  Foundation,  the  George 
Washington  University  Medical  School,  the  D.C.  AIDS 
Taskforce,  the  Whitman-Walker  Clinic,  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control,  the  National  Institutes  of  Health, 
and  five  other  federal  health  agencies. 

For  more  information,  contact:  NLGHF  Con¬ 
ference,  P.O.  Box  65472,  Washington,  DC  20035,  or 
call  (202)  797-3708. 


aids  in  the  eastern  bloc 

MOSCOW  —  Despite  vigorous  denials  from 
government  officials,  AIDS  has  appeared  in  Poland, 
Hungary,  Czechoslovakia,  East  Germany,  and  the 
U.S.S.R.  Both  Soviet  and  visiting  Swedish  physicians 
confirmed  that  they  have  seen  people  with  AIDS  in  a 
Moscow  clinic,  according  to  the  Advocate.  People 
have  died  of  AIDS  in  both  Poland  and  Czechoslovakia, 
although  Czechoslovakia  and  all  of  the  other  Eastern 
bloc  countries  except  Hungary  maintain  that  they  are 
AIDS-free.  This  puts  the  Eastern  European  countries 
in  the  tenuous  position  of  denying  the  existence  of 
AIDS  while  attempting  to  establish  AIDS-related  ser¬ 
vices. 

East  Germany,  for  example,  has  established  an 
AIDS  clinic,  Poland’s  AIDS  Emergency  Research 
Council  is  testing  5,000  blood  samples  from  high-risk 
groups  and  Hungary  has  instituted  a  telephone 
hotline  for  AIDS  information. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


minor  victory:  afsc  vs.  the  boston  globe 

BOSTON  —  In  response  to  persuasion  from  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  (AFSC),  the 
Boston  Globe  has  reversed  its  policy  prohibiting  use 
of  the  words  “gay”  or  “lesbian”  in  classified  employ¬ 
ment  ads.  AFSC  had  been  trying  for  several  years  to 
place  ads  that  encouraged  applications  from  various 
groups  accordingto  its  affirmative  action  plan,  which 
reads:  “AFSC  is  an  affirmative  action  employer  and 
encourages  applications  from  people  of  color, 
women,  and  people  who  are  gay,  lesbian,  handi¬ 
capped  or  ex-prisoners.” 

The  Globe  consistently  refused  to  print  AFSC’s 
ads  as  written  and  substituted  the  phrase  “without 
reagrd  to  race,  color,  creed,  sex,  sexual  orientation  or 
national  origin.”  By  a  process  of  elimination,  AFSC 
staff  discovered  that  it  was  the  words  “gay”  and  “les¬ 
bian”  that  disturbed  the  Globe.  AFSC  Executive 
Secretary  Doug  Hostetter  wrote  to  the  Globe  in  early 
January,  and  sent  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  Boston 
Human  Rights  Commission.  The  letter  said  in  part 
that  the  Globe’s  policy  prevented  AFSC  from  exercis¬ 
ing  its  commitment  to  an  affirmative  action  plan  that 
intentionally  seeks  to  recruit  gay  men  and  lesbians  as 
members  of  a  group  “who  have  suffered  systematic 
discrimination  in  society.” 

In  a  phone  call  to  AFSC  January  21,  Globe 
Classified  Advertising  Manager  Frank  Limoncelli  told 
Hostetter  the  letter  had  provoked  discussion,  that  the 
points  it  made  were  valid,  and  that  it  was  time  for  the 
newspaper  to  change  its  policy.  Limoncelli  said  he 
was  informing  all  his  staff  that  the  change  would  be 
effective  immediately. 

—  Tatiana  Schreiber 


celebrating  black  history  month 

NEW  YORK  -  Men  of  All  Colors  Together 
(MACT/NY)  will  celebrate  Black  History  Month  this 
February  with  an  entertainment  extravaganza,  Satur¬ 
day,  February  15,  7:30  p.m.,  at  the  Lesbian/Gay  Com¬ 
munity  Center. 

Emcee  Gwenn  Rogers  and  poets,  percus¬ 
sionists,  and  singers  will  provide-entertainment 
followed  by  a  disco/rock  dance.  Artists  include  the 
Lavender  Light  Gospel  Choir,  poets  Arthur  Wilson, 
Irare  Sabasu,  Donald  Woods,  Hattie  Gossett,  and 
Salih  Michael  Fisher.  Kuumba  Caravan,  the  all¬ 
women’s  African  drum  and  percussion  group,  and 
Xotika,  featuring  Yves  Lubin,  will  be  special  guests 
for  the  evening. 

The  event  is  a  fundraiser  for  MACT/NY  and  will 
cost  $10,  $8  for  MACT  members.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  MACT/NY  at  (212)  245-6366,  or  (21 2)  222-9794. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


And  now  the  BAD  MEWS. . . 


No  tips  on  safe  sex  would  be 
complete  without  a  list  of  things  NOT 
to  do  as  well.  Since  these  are  already 
pretty  wen  known,  and  not  much  fun  to 
talk  about,  we'll  simply  list  them  here 
once  more.  Therefore,  on  the  negative 
side,  if  you  want  to  enjoy  safe  sex. 
please  DON'T: 

1.  Drink  cum. 

2.  Eat  asshole. 

3.  Take  cum  in  the  ass. 

4.  Drink  piss. 

5.  Exchange  saliva. 


6.  Have  any  kind  of  sex  without 
washing  with  soap  immediately 
afterwards. 

7.  Have  orgies  with  many  partners  at 
one  time. 

8.  Have  sex  when  feeling  run-down 
or  "fluish” 

9.  Have  sex  when  you  know  you're 
sick. 

10.  Overindulge  in  immunity- 
altering  drugs  (i.e.,  poppers,  cocaine, 
ups,  downs,  marijuana,  alcohoi,  etc.) 
during  sex. 


And  new  the  BAD  MEWS. . . 


No  tips  on  safe  sex  would  be 
complete  without  a  list  of  things  NOT 
to  do  as  well.  Since  these  are  already 
pretty  well  known,  and  not  much  tun  to 
talk  about,  we  ll  simply  list  them  here 
once  more.  Therefore,  on  the  negative 
side,  if  you  want  to  enjoy  sate  sex, 
please  DONT: 

1.  Drink  cum. 

2. 
a 

4. 

5.  Exchange  saliva. 


6.  Have  any  kind  of  sex  without 
washing  with  soap  immediately 
afterwards. 

7.  Have  orgies  with  many  partners  at 
one  time. 

8.  Have  sex  when  feeling  run-down 
or  'fluish'' 

9.  Have  sex  when  you  know  you're 
sick. 

10.  Overindulge  in  immunity- 
altering  drugs  (i.e.,  poppers,  cocaine, 
ups,  downs,  marijuana,  alcohol,  etc ) 
during  sex. 

- a - : - 


f  d  by  Canada  customs 

OTTAWA  —  The  Body  Politic  reprinted  the  above 
two  boxes  from  Blueboy,  Vol.  9,  No.  9.  The  top  box  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  U.S.  edition;  the  lower  box  is  the  cen¬ 
sored  version  allowed  in  the  Canadian  edition. 

Although  even  the  complete  U.S.  version  of  the 
Blueboy  tips  leaves  much  to  be  desired  (e.g.,  No.  7 
says  no  “orgies”  with  many  partners,  while  safe  sex 
is  what  is  at  issue  and  not  the  number  of  partners  per 
se),  Canda  Customs  seems  to  find  dirty  words  more 
deadly  than  unsafe  sex. 

Customs  also  deleted  a  line  from  the  original 
text  (not  pictured  above)  about  getting  fucked  with  a 
dildo. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


pig  landlord  meets  rats 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  municipal  judge  here  has 
sentenced  a  slum  landlord  to  60  days  in  jail  or  30  days 
in  jail  and  30  days  in  a  room  in  one  of  his  run-down 
buildings,  according  to  off  our  backs.  Dr.  Milton  Abel, 
a  neurosurgeon,  requested  time  to  consider  which 
was  worse. 

Abel  has  been  found  guilty  on  numerous  occa¬ 
sions  of  failing  to  make  basic  repairs  in  the  buildings 
he  owns.  Tenants  described  major  leaks  and  holes  in 
apartments  through  which  rats,  mice,  and  roaches 
entered,  little  or  no  security,  and  exorbitant  rents. 

After  announcing  the  sentence,  Judge  Veronica 
Simmons  McBeth  was  told  that  six  other  slum 
landlords  called  to  inquire  about  the  cost  of  bringing 
their  buildings  up  to  code. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


foster  policy  protesters  on  trial 

BOSTON  —  Thirteen  lesbian  and  gay  protesters 
arrested  in  the  State  House  during  a  demonstration 
(See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  27)  against  Governor  Dukakis’ 
homophobic  foster  policy  were  charged  at  a  January 
24  hearing  with  trespassing.  Judge  Herbert  Hershang 
declared  that  the  case  would  be  continued  without  a 
finding  for  sixty  days,  insuring  that  the  protesters  will 
not  have  a  criminal  record  if  they  are  not  arrested 
again  within  sixty  days  of  their  trial. 

Five  protesters  gave  testimony  in  defense  of 
their  demonstration  despite  frequent  interruptions 
from  the  district  attorney  who  claimed  that  such 
testimony  was  irrelevant.  The  defendants  posited 
that  although  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  convict 
them  of  a  crime,  they  had  to  do  what  they  did  to  pre¬ 
vent  worse  harm  than  the  crime  itself.  Since  legal  at¬ 
tempts  to  change  the  foster  policy  had  proven 
fruitless,  activist  Jenifer  Firestone  told  GCN  civil 
disobedience  was  the  only  recourse  to  prevent  harm 
to  foster  children  awaiting  placements  and  lesbians 
and  gay  men  who  want  to  be  foster  parents. 

Judge  Hershang,  at  the  protesters’  request, 
replaced  the  usual  $50  court  costs  with  five  hours  of 
community  service  to  a  charitable  agency  of  each 
protester’s  choice.  The  defendant’s  legal  counsel, 
Katherine  Triantafillou,  was  placed  in  charge  of 
monitoring  this  charitable  service. 

Lisa  “Hershey”  Hirschkop,  who  is  one  of  the  thir¬ 
teen  being  tried  in  this  case  and  who  was  also  ar¬ 
rested  at  Governor  Dukakis’  State  of  the  State  ad¬ 
dress  on  January  14  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  28)  was  not 
singled  out  in  the  trial  due  to  the  additional  arrest. 
Hirschkop  is  being  charged  with  assault  and  battery 
of  a  police  officer  and  will  go  to  trial  February  4  at 
Boston  Municipal  Courthouse.  The  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee  is  organizing  a  presence  for  that 
to  “keep  the  judge  honest.”  The  trial  will  be  on  the 
fourth  floor  at  9:00  a.m.  Supporters  are  urged  to  at¬ 
tend. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


but  can  he  type? 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  League  of  Women 
Voters  has  hired  a  man  to  be  executive  director  for  the 
first  time  since  the  organization  was  founded  in  1920. 
Dorothy  Ridings,  the  president  of  the  league,  said, 
“We  didn’t  restrict  our  search  process  to  male  or 
female,  just  as  we  don’t  to  Black  or  white  or  any  other 
factor.” 

On  January  27,  Grant  P.  Thompson  will  become 
chief  of  the  organization,  which  is  best  known  for 
sponsoring  debates  between  U.S.  presidential  can¬ 
didates. 

—  Janice  Irvine 


national  march  against  racism 

PHILADELPHIA  —  On  February  15,  beginning  at 
noon  at  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Plaza  in  Center  City 
here,  people  from  around  the  country  will  march 
together  “for  unity,  justice  and  equality.” 

Organized  by  the  National  Mobilization  Against 
Racism,  endorsers  of  the  march'  include  the 
Philadelphia  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force,  African 
National  Congress  of  South  Africa,  National  Coali¬ 
tion  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  Organization  of 
Asian  Women,  Women’s  Peace  Encampment,  and  the 
Arab-American  Anti-Discrimination  Committee. 

The  march  is  organized  in  response  not  only  to 
the  rash  of  recent  attacks  here,  including  assaults  on 
Black  families  and  an  interracial  couple,  the  bombing 
of  West  Philadelphia,  and  arson  of  a  Jewish  com¬ 
munity  center,  but  in  response  to  the  national  climate 
of  racism  promoted  by  the  Reagan  Administration. 
For  more  information,  call  National  Mobilization 
Against  Racism,  (215)  387-7522. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 

news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 
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Civil  Rights  Act  Invoked  in 


Page  3  ■  ■  ■ 

Gaybashing  Case 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Two  gay  men  who 
were  assaulted  in  the  Park  Street 
subway  station  may  charge  their 
attackers  with  violating  their  civil 
rights  under  the  state  Civil  Rights 
Act.  If  the  court  accepts  the  civil 
rights  violation  charge,  the  men 
would  be  the  first  gay  people 
covered  under  the  Civil  Rights  Act 
solely  on  the  basis  of  their  sexual 
preference. 

Use  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  in 
this  case  would  be  an  important 
precedent,  according  to  Fred 
Mandel,  a  gay  man  who  chairs 
Boston’s  Human  Rights  Commis¬ 
sion.  Currently,  lesbians  and  gay 
men  are  not  covered  under  the 
Civil  Rights  Act,  which  is  generally 
used  to  prosecute  cases  where  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  victimized  due  to 
their  race  or  ethnicity.  Mandel 
hopes  that  the  Boston  Human 
Rights  ordinance,  which  prohibits 
discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  can  be  used  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  prosecuting 
powers  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  to 
increase  the  sentences  of  the  men 
charged  in  this  case  of  gay 
bashing. 


The  men  who  were  attacked, 
Mike  Ferguson  and  Rick  Rudolf, 
had  boarded  the  subway  near  their 
home  in  Dorchester  on  the  evening 
of  January  20.  Two  men,  David 
Prairia,  19,  and  Paul  Frawley,  17, 
began  haranguing  them  with 
epithets  such  as,  “What  are  you 
looking  at,  you  fucking  fags?” 
and  “We’re  going  to  get  you,  you 
better  not  get  off  at  our  stop.” 

When  Ferguson  and  Rudolf  ex¬ 
ited  the  train  at  Park  Street, 
Prairia  and  Frawley  followed. 
Prairia  hit  Rudolf  in  the  face  and 
stomach  and  jabbed  him  in  the  ribs 
with  a  razor  blade,  resulting  in  a 
minor  laceration. 

While  the  assailants  boarded 
another  subway  car,  Rudolf  and 
Ferguson  notified  the  Mass.  Bay 
Transit  Authority  (MBTA)  police 
of  the  attack.  The  police  ap¬ 
prehended  Frawley  and  Prairia  at 
another  subway  station. 

Frawley  and  Prairia  were 
charged  with  assault  and  battery 
with  a  dangerous  weapon  and  with 
carrying  alcohol  illegally  as 
minors.  While  Frawley  was  con¬ 
victed  as  charged,  Prairia  was  con- 


13  Years  Later 
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tions. 

The  few  remaining  states  that 
provide  any  state  Medicaid  for 
abortion,  including  Massachusetts 
and  Pennsylvania,  continue  to 
face  funding  threats.  These  attacks 
are  a  strategy  abortion  opponents 
have  pursued  for  several  years  as 
the  first  step  to  eliminating  abor¬ 
tion  rights  altogether.  While 
Massachusetts  residents  may  vote 
on  Medicaid  for  abortions  this 
November,  the  Pennsylvania 
Supreme  Court  last  December  cut 
off  funding  for  abortions  except  in 
cases  of  rape  or  incest  or  in  cases  in 
which  women  may  die  as  a  result 
of  the  pregnancy. 

Other  efforts  to  limit  access  to 
abortion  include  laws  to  restrict 
teenagers’  access  to  abortion  and 
those  that  would  force  women 
seeking  abortions  to  hear  counsel¬ 
ing  on  “fetal  death.” 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has 
agreed  to  review  two  cases,  one  in 
Pennsylvania  and  another  in  Il¬ 
linois,  that  attempt  to  further  limit 
abortion.  Reproductive  rights  ac¬ 
tivists  express  little  optimism  the 
court  will  not  rule  for  abortion  op¬ 
ponents. 

At  the  same  time,  firebombing 
of  abortion  clinics  and  birth- 
control  counseling  agencies  con¬ 
tinues,  with  approximately  30  such 
incidents  documented  for  1985. 

Other  escalating  reproductive 
rights  attacks  include  the  federal 
social  service  funding  cuts  that 
contributed  to  an  infant  mortality 
rate  for  Black  and  Latina  women 
that  is  twice  that  for  white  women. 
Although  never  adequately  fund¬ 
ed,  budget  allocations  for  daycare 
have  also  dramatically  decreased 
since  1981.  Sterilization  abuse  and 

GLDC 
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the  foster  care  policy.  Calling  the 
policy  “an  attack  on  women  of 
color,”  she  demanded  that  we 
stand  together  “against  the  nar¬ 
rowing  of  all  our  choices.”  The 
overwhelmingly  positive  response 
from  the  audience  made  it  clear 
that  many  of  those  present  agreed 
with  Wade’s  assessment  of  the 
foster  care  policy  as  “sexist, 
heterosexist,  and  racist.” 

Other  speakers  at  the  rally  in¬ 
cluded  Dr.  Kenneth  Edelin  from 
Boston  City  Hospital,  Joyce  Miller 
from  the  Coalition  of  Labor 
Union  Women,  and  Gayle  Brooks, 
organizer  of  the  campaign  to 
defeat  the  Bristol,  Conn,  anti- 
abortion  referendum  last 
November.  All  spoke  eloquently 


effects  of  VDTs  on  pregnant 
women  continue  to  go  largely  un¬ 
documented. 

*  *  * 

Perhaps  not  surprisingly, 
mainstream  media  coverage  of 
January  22  demonstrations  focus¬ 
ed  heavily  on  opponents  of  abor¬ 
tion  rights,  barely  acknowledging 
the  actions  of  reproductive  rights 
activists. 

13  years  after  the  Roe  v.  Wade 
decision,  when  the  right  of  women 
to  control  their  reproductive  lives 
is  addressed' at  all,  it  is  trivialized. 
To  note  just  one  blatant  media  at¬ 
tack,  Saturday  Night  Live  staged  a 
“Miss  Pregnant  Teenage 
America”  skit  on  January  25. 
Featuring/exploiting  Black  come¬ 
dian  Danitra  Vance  —  “Miss  Il¬ 
linois”  —  as  the  winner  and  a 
white  “Miss  South  Carolina”  as 
the  runner-up,  the  sketch  callously 
ridicules  the  devastating  impact  of 
teenage  pregnancy  on  poor  women 
in  the  U.S. 

Vance  is  portrayed  doing  a 
breakdance  number  for  her  “pre¬ 
natal  care  nutrition  break, ”a 
despicable  twist  on  the  painfully 
real  lack  of  pre-natal  care  for 
many  pregnant  Black  women. 

Both  Vance  and  “Miss  South 
Carolina”  are  presented  as 
simpletons  who  are  obsessed  with 
men,  and  whose  bodies  are  only 
good  for  a  laugh.  So  much  for  the 
humor  of  the  ’80s. 

Danitra  Vance  will  perform  at  a 
benefit  for  Kitchen  Table:  Women 
of  Color  Press  on  Sunday,  March 
2,  5-10  p.m.  at  the  Limelight,  6th 
Avenue  and  20th  St.,  New  York, 
along  with  Afro-American  percus¬ 
sionist  Edwina  Lee  Tyler. 


of  the  need  for  all  women,  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  their  financial  cir¬ 
cumstances,  to  have  access  to  safe 
and  legal  abortions.  Their 
speeches  were  interspersed  with 
music  sung  by  performer  Martha 
Leader,  who  in  keeping  with  the 
theme  of  the  evening,'  sang  new 
lyrics  to  Bonnie  Lockhart’s  song 
“I  Still  Ain’t  Satisfied”: 

They  say  our  lives  are  our  own 
biz 

But  I  still  ain’t  satisfied. 

‘Cause  they  may  rule  no  foster 
kids 

Still  ain’t  satisfied. 

We  won’t  sit  still  for  any  bigotry 

That  limits  rights  to  the  nuclear 
family. 


victed  for  assault  and  battery  and 
concealing  a  dangerous  weapon,  a 
lesser  charge. 

Prairia  was  given  a  one-year 
suspended  sentence  and  two  years 
on  probation.  Frawley  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  one  year  in  jail  and  two 
years  of  probation.  He  will  be 
eligible  for  parole  in  90  days. 

Frawley  will  appeal  his  convic¬ 
tion  of  assault  and  battery  with  a 
dangerous  weapon  on  February  7. 

The  case  is  under  investigation 
by  the  Boston  Police 


Department’s  community  dis¬ 
orders  unit,  which  traditionally  in¬ 
vestigates  crimes  covered  under 
the  Civil  Rights  Act.  The  Human 
Rights  Commission  is  working 
with  the  police  to  make  a  strong 
case  for  the  attorney  general  to 
prosecute  Frawley  and  Prairia. 
According  to  Mandel,  the  police 
have  been  cooperative. 

In  addition  to  possibly  in¬ 
creasing  Frawley  and  Prairia’s 
sentences,  Mandel  believes  the 
Civil  Rights  Act  could  be  useful  in 


documenting  incidences  of  gay 
and  lesbian  bashing  in 
Massachusetts.  If  the  court  system 
begins  recording  cases  of  gay 
bashing,  said  Mandel,  it  would  be 
possible  for  an  agency  to  record 
the  incidents.  For  this  to  be  effec¬ 
tive,  however,  district  attorneys 
would  need  to  be  convinced  to 
prosecute  people  under  the  Civil 
Rights  Act.  Mandel  said  he  does 
not  believe  the  Civil  Rights  Act 
is  currently  used  as  often  as  it 
could  be. 


Part  of  Flynn's  anti-porn  strategy? 

Gay  Porn  Theater  Faces 
Licensing  Board  Pressure 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Licen¬ 
sing  Division,  apparently  under 
pressure  from  Mayor  Flynn’s  ad¬ 
ministration,  is  attempting  to 
revoke  the  entertainment  license 
for  North  Station  Cinema,  a  gay 
male  porn  movie  theater.  At  a 
public  hearing  on  January  27,  the 
cinema  was  charged  with  chang¬ 
ing  its  name  without  notifying  the 
Licensing  Division,  and  illegally 
showing  films  which  exclude  peo¬ 
ple  under  the  age  of  18. 

Diane  Modica,  commissioner  of 
the  Licensing  Division,  told 
GCN  that  under  a  Boston  zoning 
law  passed  in  the  late  1960s,  por¬ 
nographic  films  which  have 
restrictive  admission  policies 
regarding  age  can  only  be  shown  in 
the  Combat  Zone.  Only  theaters 
that  were  in  existence  before  the 
law  went  into  effect  can  legally 
show  porn  outside  of  that  zone. 

In  1981,  Louis  Santiago  re¬ 
ceived  an  entertainment  permit  to 
show  “Spanish-American  family 
films”  at  the  cinema,  located  at 
276  Friend  Street.  The  cinema  was 
then  known  as  the  Pan  American 
Cinema.  According  to  David  San¬ 
toro,  the  assistant  manager  of  the 
North  Station  Cinema,  Santiago 
showed  straight  porn  films  during 
the  week  and  “family”  films  on 
the  weekend.  Santiago  could  not 
be  reached  for  comment. 

The  cinema  changed  its  name  to 


North  Station  Cinema  and  began 
showing  gay  porn  seven  days  a 
week  in  July  of  1985. 

Santoro  and  those  who  testified 
against  the  license  revocation 
believe  that  North  Station  Cinema 
is  under  attack  from  a  growing 
movement  to  eradicate  porn  from 
Boston.  “Their  goal  is  close  all 
porno  theaters  in  Boston,”  said 
Santoro.  “We’re  a  good  start 
because  we’re  on  shaky  ground  — 
it  was  time  to  renew  our  license 
and  there  were  these  minor  infrac¬ 
tions  which  would  get  anyone  else 
[i.e.,  theaters  not  showing  porn]  a 
slap  on  the  wrist.” 

Santoro  told  GCN  that  City 
Hall  is  also  attacking  the  cinema 
on  other  fronts.  For  example,  the 
cinema  occupancy  permit  was 
recently  renewed,  according  to 
Santoro,  yet  on  January  26,  City 
Hall  revoked  the  permit  due  to  the 
admission  policy  and  name 
change.  The  cinema  is  going  to  ap¬ 
peal  this  decision. 

Supporters  of  North  Station 
Cinema,  such  as  Gary  Dotterman, 
an  aide  to  gay  Boston  City  Coun¬ 
cillor  David  Scondras,  concur  that 
the  Flynn  administration  is  at¬ 
tempting  systematically  to  ferret 
out  porn  cinemas  in  the  city. 

State  Representative  Salvatore 
DiMasi  (D-Boston),  who  told 
GCN  he  testified  against  the 
theater  because  it  “doesn’t  fit  into 


that  neighborhood,”  agrees  with 
Dotterman  that  the  mayor’s  office 
is  trying  to  do  away  with  porn. 
“The  licensing  board  seems  to  be 
going  after  these  porn  theaters. 
What  I’ve  seen  may  be  a  policy  of 
the  Flynn  administration,”  said 
DiMasi.  He  added,  “The  North 
Station  area  is  being  redeveloped 
for  commercial  and  residential 
property.  It  [a  theater]  is  not  con¬ 
ducive  for  having  people  invest 
their  money  there.” 

Continued  on  page  11 


Rita  Valdes 

BOSTON  —  A  memorial 
service  was  held  January  21, 
1986  at  the  Lindsay  Chapel  of 
Emmanuel  Church  for  Rita 
Valdes.  Rita  was  well  known  in 
the  Boston  community  and  was 
an  inspiration  to  many  of  her 
friends  and  colleagues.  She  sur¬ 
vived  five  bouts  of  PCP  before 
her  death  on  January  7,  1986. 

She  leaves  behind  her 
mother,  Evelyn  Puig  of  Tam¬ 
pa,  Florida,  and  many  of  her 
friends  throughout  the 
country. 

Donations  may  be  made  in 
her  memory  to  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee,  661  Boylston 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


N.Y.  Rights  Bill 

Continued from  page  1 


campaign  targeted  at  city  council 
members.  People  who  wish  to  get 
involved  with  CLGR’s  lobbying 
efforts  can  call  Humm  at  (212) 
302-0862. 

The  most  active  opposition  to 
the  bill  is  expected  to  come  from 
Catholic  and  Orthodox  Jewish 
groups.  John  Cardinal  O’Connor, 
head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Arch¬ 
diocese  of  New  York,  said  at  a 
January  12  press  conference  that 
he  opposes  the  legislation  because, 
as  he  sees  it,  it  could  turn  “homo¬ 
sexuals”  into  an  “exempt  or  pre¬ 
ferred  class.”  The  Archdiocese, 
one  of  the  city’s  largest  employers 
and  landowners,  would  be  exempt 
from  the  law,  and  is  exempt  from 
all  property  taxes. 

Joe  Zwilling,  a  representative  of 
the  Archdiocese,  claimed  in  a 
phone  interview  with  GCN  that  the 
Cardinal  has  not  transformed  his 
personal  opposition  to  the  bill  into 
any  official  church  position. 
However,  Zwilling  admitted  that 
the  Cardinal  has  spoken  with 
various  Catholic  lay  organizations, 
and  has  urged  them  into  action  on 
“a  multitude  of  public  issues,”  in¬ 
cluding,  but  not  limited  to  gay  and 
lesbian  liberation. 

The  seven-member  general  welfare 
committee  is  expected  to  consider 
Intro.  2  in  early  March.  The  bill  is 
expected  to  pass  out  of  committee 
easily,  and  onto  the  floor  of  the 
35-member  council,  where  it  has 
14  sponsors.  An  additional  three 


council  members  have  committed 
themselves  publicly  to  voting  for 
the  measure,  while  Humm  says 
that  two  more  have  done  so 


privately.  A  bill  requires  at  least  an 
absolute  majority  (18  votes)  to 
become  law. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  (CLGR)  spokesperson  Andy 
Humm  argues  that  the  passage  of  Intro.  2  is  not  an  “abstract  issue.” 
Humm  said  that  although  such  abill  “would  not  revolutionize  things,”  it 
is  necessary  to  “stem  a  wave  of  anti-gay  violence”  and  discrimination. 

Below  are  some  figures  furnished  by  the  New  York  City  Commission 
on  Human  Rights  to  help  make  Humm’s  claims  concrete. 

Discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in  New  York 
City  from  November  1983  through  November  1985  as  reported 
to  the  New  York  City  Commission  on  Human  Rights: 


Discriminated  in  #  of  cases 

employment  143 

housing  52 

public  accommodation  1 19 

biased  violence  187 

AIDS-related  104 

insurance  12 

school  10 

union  5 

other  35 

total  667 


Documented  cases  of  discrimination  in  all  categories  in  New  York  City 
from  November  1984  to  October  1985  as  reported  to  the  New  York 
Commission  on  Human  Rights: 


Discriminated  on  the  basis  of  %  of  total 

reported  cases 

sexual  orientation  32.8 

race  20.9 

national  origin  15.1 

sex  9.3 

other  (including  physical  disability,  age,  21.9 

and  marital  status) 
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Community  Voices 


Coordinating  Editor 

Gay  Community  News  is  currently  accepting  applications  for  the  position  of  Coor¬ 
dinating  Editor  (available  April-May  1986).  We  welcome  inquiries  about  the  job. 

Responsibilities:  Coordinate  the  paper’s  overall  administrative,  personnel,  and  finan- 1 
cial  affairs,  and  fundraising  activities.  Prepare  editorial/letters  pages.  Serve  as  liaison  I 
between  staff  and  board  of  directors,  and  as  necessary,  serve  as  paper’s  spokesperson,  f 
Qualifications:  Strong  administrative,  organizational,  and  interpersonal  skills. 
Familiarity  with  Gay  Community  News  helpful.  All  GCN positions  require  a  commit- 1 
ment  to  gay /lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racist  and  anti-classist  politics,  and  the  | 
collective  decision-making  process. 

Salary /Benefits:  $  160/week  +  fully  paid  health/life  insurance,  sick  leave,  and  four  I 
weeks’  paid  vacation.  All  GCN  positions  offer  staff  members  responsibility  for  their| 
own  jobs,  with  some  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  A.S.A.P.  to:  Search  Committee,  GCN,! 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


it’s  not  the  sex,  it’s 
the  morality 

Dear  GCN 

Re:  Peg  Lorenz’  letter  “Wake  Up  and  Get 
Angry”  GCN  1/18, 1  would  anonymously  like  to 
share  my  thoughts  on  the  subject  of  the  foster 
care  policy.  As  a  gay  man  I  have  been  confronted 
with  this  issue  personally  and  have  come  to  under¬ 
stand  the  reluctance  of  non-gays  to  support 
homosexuals  who  wish  to  adopt  children.  I  do  not 
believe  that  at  this  point  in  time,  in  this  area  of  the 
country,  the  major  factor  that  isolates  us  as  a 
minority  from  mainstream  society  is  our  sexual 
preference.  I  believe  that  the  critical  factor  here  is 
one  of  essential  morality.  Having  been  openly 
homosexual  for  nearly  10  years  now  1  have  grown 
to  recognize  a  basic  lack  of  moral  values  in  a 
disturbingly  large  degree  of  our  population.  I’ve 
heard  this  come  up  time  and  again  from 
heterosexuals  and  have  been  hard  put  to  give  any 
semblence  of  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  moral 
character  of  the  general  gay  population  in  this 
country.  This  is  not  to  say  that  there  are  not 
healthy,  motivated,  and  focused  homosexuals 
with  child-rearing  ability;  I’m  simply  stating  the 
fact  that  we  are  largely  perceived  as  hedonistic, 
non-committal,  and  yes,  already  “angry”  by 
many  of  those  who  don’t  know  us,  and  even 
among  our  ranks.  I  know  very  few  homosexuals 
who  are  fit  to  be  parents. 

There  are  two  important  issues  here.  The  first, 
and  most  important  is  the  welfare  of  the 
children.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  state  to  seek 
and  find  the  most  promising  situation  for  a  child. 
This  includes:  a  loving,  nurturing  home  life  with 
stable  and  acceptable  role  models.  These  are 
children  who  have  already  endured  disappointing 
and  unacceptable  developmental  conditions. 
Second!, ,  is  our  issue.  I  agree  that  each  applicant 
should  be  screened  individually  for  consideration 
as  a  parent,  not  on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference. 
But  the  answer  is  not  anger,  and  it’s  not  apathy 
either.  We  are  a  minority  seeking  acceptance  and 
consideration  in  the  wider  society.  This  is  not  go¬ 
ing  to  happen  by  stealing  a  statue  of  Jesus  in  a 
manger  scene  and  leaving  a  clever  note.  Nor  will  it 
be  achieved  by  marching  in  the  streets  in  leather, 
drag,  chains,  fish  net  over-flying-tits  or  any  other 
get  up.  It  will  not  be  accomplished  by  hung-over 
bar  rags,  hustlers,  shallow  queens,  or  angry 
dykes.  What’s  left?  A  minority  in  the  minority. 

Our  own  media,  locally  and  nationally  rarely 
excludes  articles  or  photos  of  explicit  and  very 
basic  sexual  enticements  or  strong  innuendos  of 
the  same.  There  is  a  disturbing  lack  of  commit¬ 
ment,  among  gay  men  particularly.  What  is  the 
message  that  we  are  sending  to  the  straight  com¬ 
munity?  If  it’s  “take  us  as  we  are”  or  “I  am  what 
I  am”  —  don’t  hold  your  breath.  There  are  too 
many  people  like  me  within  our  own  community 
who  are  disgusted  with  what’s  going  on;  don’t  ex¬ 
pect  the  wider  community,  government  or  general 
population  to  come  to  your  way  of  thinking. 

I  am  a  qualified  and  seasoned  critic  of  this  issue 
having  been  closely  associated  with  many  lesbians 
and  gay  men  (socially,  sexually,  politically)  for 
years.  So  hear  it  from  one  of  your  own:  it’s  time 
to  wake  up  and  get  respectable.  In  a  society  such 
as  ours,  a  minority  has  to  earn  respect  not  de¬ 
mand  it. 

Anonymous 
Framingham,  MA 


dworkin  v.  hustler 

Dear  GCN 

I  am  writing  in  reference  to  the  interview  with 
Andrea  Dworkin  in  your  12/28-1/4  issue.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  a  recent  article  in  the  New  York  Times, 
Dworkin  is  suing  Hustler  for  $1 50  million  for  por¬ 
traying  her  in  cartoons  as  r  lesbian.  I  never  con¬ 
sidered  being  called  a  lesbian  a  $150  million  in¬ 
sult.  Why  wasn’t  Dworkin  questioned  on  this? 
Sincerely, 

Anne  I.  Seidel 
Hoboken,  NJ 

(Features  editor  Loie  Hayes  notes:  Andrea 
Dworkin  tells  us  she  is  suing  Hustler  not  because 
the  cartoons  portray  her  as  a  lesbian  but  because 
they  are  otherwise  offensive.) 


old  testament 
claptrap? 

Dear  GCN: 

These  are  my  thoughts  on  reading  “Being 
Jewish  at  Christmas”  by  Alina  Ever  and  Bonnie 
Wolf: 

How  can  a  woman  be  a  Jew? 

In  fact,  how  can  a  caring,  principled  human 
male  be  a  Jew,  since  the  religion  is  based  on 
genocide?  The  founders  of  this  religion 
slaughtered  the  inhabitants  of  their  “promised,” 
“holy”  land  because  “Moses”  or  “God”  told 
them  to  do  it.  A  Christianity  that  doesn’t  reject 
the  whole  claptrap  of  the  Old  Testament  Bible  is  a 
mockery.  The  birthday  I  celebrate  at  Christmas  is 
that  of  a  man  who  brought  a  revolutionary 
message  of  powerful  psychological  insight  —  love 
thy  enemies.  The  message  has  been  mostly 
perverted  from  the  moment  of  his  death,  but  it 
hasn’t  been  invalidated.  So,  viva  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  and  joy  to  the  world! 

Emma  Whitby 
Philadelphia,  PA 

The  GCN  staff  notes:  It  is  our  policy  that 
all  letters  to  GCN,  except  those  involving  per¬ 
sonal  attacks,  run  unedited.  An  editorial  by 
GCN 's  staff  on  anti- Jewish  sentiment  in  the 
gay /lesbian  community  will  appear  on  these 
pages  next  week. 

exit,  stage  right 

Dear  GCN: 

Concerning  Andrea  Dworkin’s  statement 
quoted  on  the  cover  of  the  12-28-85/1-4-86  issue: 
it’s  fine  with  me  if  she  wants  to  leave  the  “move¬ 
ment.”  The  sooner  the  better,  as  a  matter  of  fact. 
I’ve  often  wondered  if  she  wasn’t  really  an  agent 
provocateur  in  the  employ  of  the  FBI  or  some 
organization  of  the  reactionary  right. 

Pornography  is  not  the  real  issue,  abuse  is.  If 
Ms.  Dworkin  were  serious,  she  would  admit  that 
this  is  the  real  thrust  of  her  argument.  Instead, 
she  regularly  slanders  women  and  proposes  pro¬ 
hibitive  and  censorial  legislation.  Any  thinking 
person  can  see  from  the  recent  history  of  similar 
laws  that  such  legislation  would  be  at  least  inef¬ 
fective  and  most  probably  will  have  disastrous 
consequences.  Such  laws  will  also  be  a  harsh  and 
perhaps  irreparable  blow  to  our  guaranteed 
rights. 

If  there  are  abuses  in  the  pornography  in¬ 
dustry,  then  we  should  work  to  eradicate  them. 
Indiscriminate  curtailing  of  rights  is  not  the  way 
of  people  who  struggle  in  the  fight  for  human 
liberation.  We  must  tell  those  who  pose  as  our 
friends,  as  well  as  those  who  are  our  open  foes, 
“KEEP  YOUR  LAWS  OFF  OUR  BODIES!!” 
In  the  Human  Struggle, 

K.L.  Ratliff 
Mountain  View,  CA 


Defense  Committee 
Update 

A  coordinating  committee  meeting 
will  be  held  Tuesday,  February  1 1  at  7:30 
p.m.  at  67  Pleasant  St.  in  Cambridge. 
New  members  are  particularly  welcome. 
An  orientation  for  new  members  will  be 
held  at  7:00. 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Com¬ 
mittee  has  announced  the  formatiort  of  a 
defense  fund  to  pay  the  legal  costs  of  the 
lesbians  and  gay  men  recently  arrested  in 
the  State  House.  The  GLDC  estimates 
that  at  least  $2-3,000  will  be  needed  in¬ 
itially.  The  defense  fund  will  be  on¬ 
going,  because  the  struggle  will  continue 
and  future  arrests  are  likely  to  occur. 

Send  checks  made  out  to  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee  (or  GLDC) 
to:  PO  Box  225,  West  Somerville,  MA 
02144.  Your  support  in  these  critical 
times  is  essential.  Thank  you. 


‘lesbian’  is  deeply 
sexist 

Dear  GCN: 

June  27th  will  mark  the  17th  year  of  the. 
Stonewall  Riots,  when  a  group  of  largely  ef- 
femininate  gay  men  stood  solidly  up  for  their  civil 
liberties  as  Americans.  These  gentlemen  launched 
into  public  consciousness  the  Gay  Liberation 
Movement. 

Probably  few  Americans  exist  today  who  are 
unaware  of  Gay  Liberation.  Although  gay  men 
and  women  are  still  hated  and  feared  by  some 
segments  of  the  American  population,  we  have 
generally  won  recognition  from  educated 
heterosexual  men  and  women  as  an  authentic 
social,  cultural  and  sexual  minority.  These 
thoughtful  Americans  realize  that  the  days  of  a 
closeted  gay  community  decidely  belong  to  a 
long-gone  past. 

In  the  ever-going  struggle  to  eradicate  both  ex¬ 
ternal  and  internalized  homophobia  from  the 
lives  of  both  homosexual  and  heterosexual  men 
and  women,  however,  an  extremely  undesirous 
linguistic  custom  has  taken  root  among  ourselves 
as  gay  persons  and  among  heterosexual  men  and 
women. 

To  liberate  the  Gay  Liberation  Movement  from 
any  taint  of  sexism,  gay  men  and  women  foolishly 
developed  the  habit  of  constantly  speaking  of  and 
writing  about  “gay  and  lesbian  this”  or  “gay  or 
lesbian  that.” 

This  continuous  use  of  the  word  “lesbian”  has 
the  tragic  effect  upon  spoken  and  written  stan¬ 
dard  English  of  genderizing  “gay”  (and 
“homosexual”)  into  meaning  “of  or  pertaining 
to  a  homosexual  man.” 

If  anybody  doubts  this,  just  pick  up  any 
newspaper  article  concerning  the  gay  community. 
One  will  usually  find  therein  the  constant  repiti- 
tion  of  the  dual  identities  “gay  and  lesbian.”  This 
linguistic  habit  has  become  a  Tweedle  Dum  and  a 
Tweedle  Dee. 

As  a  co-equal  community  of  men  and  women,  we 
have  been  grossly  stupid  linguistically.  We  have 
segregated  ourselves  into  “gays”  and  “lesbians.” 

We  have  violated  logic  because,  by  definition, 
any  person  who  possesses  a  psycho-sexual  orien¬ 
tation  towards  persons  of  his  or  her  own  gender  is 
either  a  homosexual  man  or  a  homosexual 
woman. 

Although  we  are  rightly  defined  separately  by 
our  sexual  identities  as  “men”  or  “women,”  we 
are  jointly  defined  as  a  Single  social  minority  by 
our  sexual  orientation.  Our  sexual  identities 
always  remain  as  “men”  or  “women,”  but  that 
reality  in  no  way  excludes  a  simultaneous  posses¬ 
sion  of  a  joint  homosexual  orientation. 

In  his  monumental  research  into  the  sexual 
behavior  of  men  and  of  women  30-odd  years  ago, 
Alfred  E.  Kinsey  documented  that  human  sex¬ 
uality  is  not  a  dichotomy  between  exclusive 
heterosexuality  and  exclusive  homosexuality,  but 
that  it  is  a  continuum  between  these  two 
jjarameters.  Although  most  humans  lie 
somewhere  between  these  two  parameters,  about 
10  percent  of  men  and  about  4.5  percent  of 
women  are  “more  or  less”  exclusively  homo¬ 
sexual  in  their  sexual  desires  and  behaviors.  These 
are  the  Kinsey  5’s  and  6’s  on  his  continuum  scale. 

Kinsey  concluded,  however,  that  no  reality  of 
human  sexuality  was  served  by  the  conceptualiza¬ 
tion  of  the  words  “homosexual”  and  “hetero¬ 
sexual”  as  nouns.  He  urged  that  the  sole 
legitimate  linguistic  use  of  these  two  words  was  as 
adjectives. 

Yet  today,  both  ourselves  and  heterosexual 
persons  usually  persist  in  linguistically  defining 
non-heterosexual  persons  as  “homosexuals,” 
“gays,”  or,  if  women,  “lesbians.” 

Such  linguistically-defining  nouns  are  sym¬ 
bolically  dehumanizing.  We  have  tragically 
allowed  ourselves  to  be  defined  in  terms  of  our 
essence  as  human  beings,  by  our  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion,  instead  of  by  our  several  identities  as  “men” 
or  “women.” 

As  gay  men  and  gay  women,  we  desperately 
need  to  get  our  linguistic  act  together.  We  need  to 
discard  the  word  “lesbian”  because  it  is  deeply 
sexist  and  thus  linguistically  segregates  gay  men 
from  gay  women  as  jointly  homosexual  persons. 
We  need  to  demand  of  ourselves  and  from 
heterosexual  persons  our  rightful  dignity  as  co¬ 
equal  human  beings  by  repossessing  for  ourselves 
the  simple  co-equal  human  identities  of  ‘  ‘men”  or 
“women.”  We  need  to  develop  the  habit  of  con¬ 
stantly  speaking  of  and  writing  of  ourselves  as 
“gay  men,”  “gay  women,’  “homosexual 
women,”  “homosexual  men,”  etc. 

These  linguistic  ideals  can  only  be  concretely 
realized  if  gay  women  begin  to  see  that  their 
separate  sexist  embrace  of  the  identity  “lesbian” 
is  out  of  joint  with  the  all-embracing  goals  of  the 
Gay  Liberation  Movement. 

Respectfully  yours, 

James  F.  Gibbons 
San  Leandro,  CA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Speaking  Out - 

A  Response  to  Andrea  Dworkin 

By  Priscilla  Alexander 


The  interview  with  Andrea  Dworkin  in  the  December  28/January  4  issue  of  GCN  made 
me  want  to  cry.  And  it  is  hard  to  know  where  to  begin.  First,  perhaps,  I  should  say  where  1 
think  Dworkin  and  I  agree:  we  both  want  to  stop  violence  agaisnt  women.  We  both  would 
like  to  see  an  end  to  the  idea  that  violence  against  women  is  entertaining  —  the  list  of  movies 
and  television  programs  I  choose  not  to  see,  because  of  the  gratuitous  violence  against 
women  who  scream  helplessly  in  terror,  is  longer  than  the  list  of  those  I  want  to  see.  We  even 
agree  that  women  who  are  beaten  or  sexually  assaulted  in  the  production  of  pornography 
(or,  I  would  add,  any  other  film,  video-cassette,  or  photograph),  should  have  a  right  to  sue 
and  to  obtain  an  injunction  to  stop  the  distribution  and  sale  of  that  which  was  produced 
through  violence.  However,  our  agreement  stops  there.  Dworkin  supports  legislation  deal¬ 
ing  with  content.  I  don’t.  Instead,  I  support  legislation  dealing  with  the  action,  that  is,  the 
sexual  assault  itself,  whether  or  not  the  work  produced  depicts  sexual  activity. 

But  there  is  more.  Dworkin  distinguishes  between  the  prostitute  who  does  a  job  (I 
didn’t  know  she  was  that  aware)  and  the  whore,  who  she  defines  as  “somebody  who  is 
designated  as  the  village  slut.”  I  have  long  thought  that  Dworkin  and  MacKinnon  have  in¬ 
ternalized  the  patriarchal  meaning  of  the  word  whore,  and  use  the  word  to  judge  women  just 
as  men  have  done.  Her  use  of  the  term  slut  is  the  same.  Dworkin  cannot  conceive  of  women 
as  actors  who  choose  to  be  sexual  with  a  variety  of  partners  and  still  feel  good  about 
themselves.  The  promiscuous  woman  is,  in  Dworkin’s  mind,  either  a  victim  of  rape,  in 
which  case  she  is  good,  or  a  volitional  whore  or  slut,  in  which  case  she  is  bad. 

Whores,  hookers,  prostitutes,  my  sisters  who  engage  in  sex  in  exchange  for  money  or 
other  consideration,  are  working  hard  to  remove  the  stigma  from  those  words,  to  get  the 
world  to  understand  that  sexual  work  is  legitimate,  and  that  they,  who  do  the  work,  are 
moral,  compassionate,  committed  human  beings  deserving  of  respect.  And  Dworkin  wants 
to  divide  them  —  like  others  who  divide  good  prostitutes,  who  work  indoors,  from  bad  pro¬ 
stitutes  who  work  on  the  streets.  Dworkin  needs  to  understand  that  the  meaning  of  the  word 
whore  is  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  and  the  phrase  “treated  like  a  whore”  can  mean  treated 
with  respect,  as  a  professional,  as  much  as  it  can  mean  treated  with  contempt.  Yes,  there  are 
men  who  rape  whores,  and  there  are  police  and  district  attorneys  who  refuse  to  prosecute 
men  who  rape  whores,  and  there  are  women  who  sit  on  juries  and  believe  that  saying  the 
woman  was  a  whore/prostitute  is  a  legitimate  defense  to  the  charge  of  rape.  I  charge  that 
Dworkin  is  perpetuating  that  assumption  by  her  use  of  the  word  whore. 

Dworkin  says  her  law  would  not  affect  those  women  who  choose  to  work  in  por¬ 
nography,  or  who  enjoy  their  work.  She  obviously  has  little  understanding  of  how  the  laws 
work  in  this  society.  In  California,  a  few  years  ago,  the  legislature  almost  unanimously 
passed  a  law  increasing  the  penalty  for  pimping  and  pandering,  and  making  the  sentences 
mandatory,  whether  or  not  coercion  was  proven.  Guess  who  is  going  to  jail  under  that  law,, 
which  was  supported  by  every  woman  and  almost  all  of  the  men  who  are  good  on 
feminist  issues?  Women.  Women  who  work  together.  Women  who  help  other  women  find  a 
customer,  even  when  no  money  is  exchanged  or  even  discussed.  Judges,  the  same  class  of 
people  who  will  preside  in  the  courts  where  Dworkin  and  MacKinnon’s  law  would  be  used, 
are  denying  women  who  work  together  probation  because  of  that  law.  And  any  woman  who 
runs  a  successful  prostitution  business  (especially  a  woman  other  women  like  to  work  for)  is 
bound  to  be  set  up  and  arrested.  The  white  men  who  own  and  operate  prostitution  businesses 
(even  where  the  women  employees  are  treated  badly),  are  rarely  arrested.  Even  those  pimps 
who  are  violent  rarely  are  the  target.  Or  another  example:  a  number  of  states  have  passed 
laws  mandating  in  domestic  violence  that  if  there  is  any  evidence  of  injury  the  batterer  must 
be  arrested  and  taken  to  jail.  Well,  in  Las  Vegas,  who  gets  taken  to  jail?  The  women,  again. 
If  there  is  any  evidence  that  the  woman  fought  the  man  —  say,  his  shirt  is  torn  or  there  is  a 
scratch  on  his  face,  the  woman  is  arrested.  And  San  Francisco  NOW  recently  received  a 
phone  call  from  a  woman  who  had  been  arrested  for  prostitution  in  Las  Vegas  who  said  the 
jail  was  full  of  battered  women. 

We  live  in  a  misogynist  society.  A  society  with  misogynist  police.  And  judges  and  juries 
can  be  a  misogynist  as  the  worst  police  officer  or  the  worst  producer  of  pornography. 
Dworkin  and  MacKinnon  will  not  be  in  court  to  monitor  the  utilization  of  their  ordinances. 
They  may  think  that  “nothing  in  this  law... stops  [women  who  choose  to  pose  for  lesbian 
erotica,  for  example]  from  doing  that  for  each  other.”  But  the  law  will  not  be  in  their  hands, 
it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  judges,  few  of  whom  are  women,  fewer  of  whom  are  feminists,  and 
juries  from  which  thinking,  progressive,  aware  people  are  routinely  excluded. 

Dworkin  believes  that  FACT  members  are  organizing  to  hurt  women,  to  stop  women 
who  have  been  hurt  by  pornography  from  getting  what  they  deserve  in  this  society.  And  she 
takes  it  personally.  Well,  so  do  1. 1  am  a  member  of  FACT  in  San  Francisco.  I  have  also  been 
working  in  COYOTE  since  1976,  and  in  NOW  since  1979,  to  end  the  brutal  oppression  of 
women  who  engage  in  sex  for  money  or  other  consideration.  The  beatings  by  customers  and 
police,  the  rapes,  the  murders  (currently  32  official  murders  in  Seattle,  11  in  Los  Angeles, 
four  in  Oakland,  not  to  mention  the  enormous  number  of  females,  as  well  as  males,  who 
have  been  murdered  in  Atlanta).  I  am  working  as  hard  as  I  can  to  keep  prostitutes  from  be¬ 
ing  blamed  for  a  spread  of  AIDS  into  the  heterosexual  (read  white  male)  population  that  is  a 
fantasy  (to  date,  28  men  in  this  country  have  gotten  AIDS  from  women,  151  women,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  gotten  it  from  men).  I,  and  my  sisters  who  work  on  AIDS,  and  my  sisters 
who  work  with  prostitutes,  and  my  sisters  who  are  prostitutes,  and  my  brothers  who  are  gay, 
are  trying  to  prevent  the  quarantining  of  people  with  AIDS.  And  in  each  city  where  a 
quarantine  has  been  proposed,  the  excuse  is  that  there  is  a  prostitute  with  AIDS  who  refuses 
to  stop  working. 


Freelance  Typesetter 

(Part-Time) 


GCN  is  looking  for  a  freelance,  part- 
time  typesetter  to  coordinate  the  paper’s 
revenue-producing  outside  typesetting 
business.  Responsibilities  include: 
typeset  outside  work  and  schedule  other 
typesetters;  serve  as  contact  person  for 
clients  and  respond  to  inquiries;  prepare 
periodic  billings  and  maintain  the 
necessary  financial  records;  coordinate 
scheduling  needs  with  the  in-house 
typesetter  to  avoid  conflicts,  and  keep 
coordinating  manager  informed  about 
the  business;  and  contact  repair  service 
as  necessary.  Qualifications:  Good 
typesetting  skills,  preferably  on  a  Com- 


pugraphic  7500  Editwriter,  and  strong 
organizational,  interpersonal,  and 
recordkeeping  skills  with  attention  to 
detail.  Familiarity  with  GCN  and  local 
progressive  movements  helpful. 

Hours:  10-20  hours/week  (Fridays, 
evenings,  and  weekends) 

Salary:  $7/hour 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  ASAP  to:  Typesetting  Search 
Committee,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  #5, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Gay  men  and  lesbians  of  color  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


Never  mind  the  lack  of  funding  so  that  she  won’t  have  to  work,  or  job  training,  or  care 
or  compassion  because  the  poor  woman  has  this  horrible,  painful,  terrifying  disease  and  is 
going  to  die.  Never  mind  that  what  most  prostitutes  do,  in  the  first  place,  hand  jobs  and 
blow  jobs,  is  unlikely  to  allow  the  transmission  of  the  AIDS  virus.  Never  mind  that  they  use 
condoms  routinely  unless  the  customer  refuses  and  they  are  too  desperate  for  money  to 
argue.  No,  quarantine  the  women,  the  whores  no  one  cares  about  anyway.  Who  the  hell  is 
Andrea  Dworkin  to  say  that  she  cares  about  these  women  and  that  the  women  who  are 
members  of  FACT,  the  women  who  oppose  her  puritanical  and  neo-fascistic  piece  of  legisla¬ 
tion,  do  not?  Many  of  the  women  in  FACT  are  also  working  for  the  repeal  of  prostituion 
laws,  which  will  do  far  more  than  the  anti-pornography  ordinances  will  ever  do  to  help  the 
women  in  the  industry.  In  fact, the  ordinances  may  only  compound  the  abuse.  Since  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  ordinances,  police  have  begun  using  prostitution  laws  to  arrest  women 
who  work  in  pornography. 

And  about  the  First  Amendment,  I  listened  to  Andrea  Dworkin  speak  in  Sacramento,  a 
month  or  so  ago.  And  a  major  point  of  her  speech  was  that  although  she  did  not  believe  her 
ordinance  would  violate  the  First  Amendment,  ultimately  she  did  not  care  because  she,  as  a 
woman  was  not  covered  by  it.  That  the  First  Amendment  was  drafted  by  white,  male  planta¬ 
tion  owners,  and  that  it  was  not  meant  to  cover  the  speech  of  Blacks  or  women.  That  she  did 
not  have  enough  money  to  own  a  major  newspaper,  as  men  did,  and  therefore  she  had  no 
First  Amendment  rights  (confusing  democracy  and  capitalism  in  the  last  instance).  But  in 
any  event,  what  does  she  think  protects  her  right  to  speak,  as  she  does,  at  forums  all  over  the 
country,  without  going  to  jail?  What  guarantees  the  right  of  GCMo  publish  what  it  chooses 
to  publish,  including  a  lengthy  interview  with  Dworkin?  The  same  First  Amendment  that 
has  allowed  me  to  speak  at  rallies,  publish  articles  in  newspapers,  speak  on  talk  shows  on 
radio  and  television,  lecture  college  classes,  and  write  letters  to  the  editor,  without  being  ar¬ 
rested  and  jailed.  That  some  media  includes  all  the  points  I  make  (including  discussions  of 
condoms  and  spermicides),  while  others  do  not,  is  part  of  the  right  of  free  press.  The  govern¬ 
ment  is  not  censoring  me,  nor  am  I  taken  off  to  jail.  On  the  other  hand,  the  government’s 
refusal  to  fund  educational  materials  that  include  explicit  information  about  safe  sex  is  cen¬ 
sorship. 

The  First  Amendment  is  very  precious  to  me.  As  precious  as  the  lives  of  the  women  for 
whom  I  work,  day  in  and  day  out,  because  my  freedom  to  determine  the  nature  of  my  sex¬ 
uality,  my  work,  and  my  life  is  dependent  on  their  ability  to  determine  the  terms  of  their 
sexual  encounters,  without  fear  of  arrest,  prosecution,  and  jail. 

Finally,  on  the  relationship  between  the  ACLU  and  Playboy,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
ACLU  and  FACT,  on  the  other:  I  understand  that  Playboy  has  given  money  to  the  ACLU 
over  the  years  for  its  much-needed  work  to  keep  abortion  legal  and  funded.  If  they  have  ever 
provided  the  ACLU  with  rent-free  space,  so  did  the  Times  Square  developers  provide  space 
to  Women  Against  Pornography  at  one  time.  Bay  Area  FACT  meets  in  the  ACLU  con¬ 
ference  room,  in  San  Francisco,  as  does  the  Northern  California  Pro-Choice  Coalition. 
Both  feminist  groups  are  grateful  for  the  space.  Photocopying,  postage,  and  other  expenses 
are  paid  by  contributions  from  FACT  members  and  the  sale  of  buttons  and  literature. 

Priscilla  Alexander  is  education  coordinator  for  COYOTE,  the  San  Francisco-based 
organization  that  works  for  the  rights  of prostitutes  and  the  repeal  of  the  prostitution  laws. 
For  more  information,  COYOTE’S  mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box  26354,  San  Francisco,  CA 
49126.  Their  phone  number  is  (415)  552-1849. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 


don't  miss  another  issue!) 


My  name  is _ Address 


City _ _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $1750  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 
CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 


40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840 


(617)683-7676 


pw 
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COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


TH 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of  lesbian-  and  gay-owned, 
staffed,or  supportive  businesses  and  services.  For  details  about 
having  your  business  listed  for  just  $100  per  year,  please  call 
Laurie  Sherman  at  (617)  426-4469. 

 ■  •  ■  . 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  021 1 5 
(617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 60  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 
BOOKSTORES 
GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOODWORKS 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
s  Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 

MICROSOLVE 

285  Harvard  St.  206 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

354-2365 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

% 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
782-1952 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-201 9 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
1 2  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  Ma 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 


INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 
INSURANCE 
697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS  . 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
277-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
Room  219 
542-5188 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING,  cont. 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATE! 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 

641-1234 

MUSCLE  THERAPY 

ANDREW  HANES 
WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02115 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 


REAL  ESTATE 

CENTURY  21/PARK  REALTY 
DAVID  JOSEPH  VIEIRA 
63  Fairmount  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-3400/800-323-2380 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg.  , 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

SOUTH  BAY  REALTY 
105  W.  Newton  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Av. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
547-7117 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
Cambridge,  MA 
782-1952 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICES 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 
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Young  lesbian  streetperson  killed  in  Seattle 


Lou  Ellen  Couch:  A  Personal  Tribute 


By  Pat  M.  Kuras 

It  is  not  often  that  television’s 
national  news  gives  attention  to 
the  death  of  a  22-year -old  lesbian. 
The  Dan  Rather  report  I  saw  last 
December  never  mentioned  Lou 
Ellen  Couch’s  sexuality  but,  if  you 
had  seen  the  film  Streetwise,  you’d 
know  about  her. 

Streetwise,  a  documentary 
released  last  spring,  focused  on 
teenagers  who  lived  on  Seattle’s 
streets,  surviving  in  a  world  of 
panhandling  and  petty  theft,  pros¬ 
titution  and  violence.  The  film  had 
no  narrator  or  guide  and  there 
were  no  questions  addressed  to  the 
people  it  profiled.  This  may  have 
been  the  film’s  only  problem.  One 
wanted  to  know  more  about  the 


lives  of  the  film’s  young  subjects. 
Basically,  the  camera  followed  the 
street  people  as  they  went  about 
their  daily  lives. 

Lou  Ellen  Couch,  or  Lulu  as  she 
preferred  to  be  called,  was  only 
one  of  many  shown  in  the  film. 
She  was  in  perhaps  a  half-dozen 
scenes.  She  was  the  blonde  with 
the  gruff  voice.  She  wore  a  pink 
hooded  sweatshirt  and  an  Alcatraz 
cap.  She  was  19  years  old  when 
Streetwise  was  filmed. 

Her  short  life  was  filled  with 
tragedy.  When  she  was  7  months 
old,  her  father  tried  to  stab  her 
because  he  thought  his  infant 
daughter  was  Black.  Lulu’s 
mother  brought  the  family  to  Seat¬ 
tle  and  raised  the  children  by 


herself.  Lulu  came  from  a  large 
family  and,  for  much  of  the  time, 
they  lived  on  welfare.  In  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Streetwise  producer 
Cheryl  McCall,  Lulu  spoke  proud¬ 
ly  about  her  mother:  “...she’s 
done  her  best.  She’s  got  blood 
disease  and  she  can’t  do  too  much 
for  us  anymore.” 

When  she  was  13,  Lulu  was 
raped  and  badly  beaten.  Her  vocal 
cords  were  permanently  damaged 
from  the  battering.  At  14,  she  ran 
away  from  home  and  became  a 
central  figure  on  Seattle’s  street 
scene.  She  learned  how  to  survive 
on  the  streets  and  developed  an  ag¬ 
gressive  style.  She  protected 
herself  and  friends,  as  can  be 
noted  in  this  anecdote  she  related 
to  McCall:  “This  bum  was  tryin’ 
to  feel  a  friend  of  mine’s  chest. 
And  I  literally  walked  up  to  him 
and  made  him  come  back  and 
apologize  to  the  girl,  and  tell  him 
not  to  touch  her  no  more  because 
she’s  not  public  property.” 

While  she  seemed  tough  and 
unafraid,  Lulu  was  also  gentle  and 
compassionate.  In  a  scene  from 
Streetwise,  she  helped  paramedics 
aid  an  injured  girl. 

Lulu  got  in  many  fights  and 
brawls  but,  as  she  told  McCall,  she 
knew  when  to  call  it  quits.  “I  Can 
say  I  sometimes  start  a  fight,” 
Lulu  said.  “Yeah,  but  I  won’t  start 
a  fight  with  somebody  [when]  I 
know  I’m  gonna  get  my  ass  kick¬ 
ed.  I’ll  walk  away  from  those 
ones.” 

Lulu  protected  the  younger  and 
weaker  kids.  She  also  encouraged, 
sometimes  commanded,  young 
runaways  to  return  home.  Lulu 


Lulu  Couch  (right)  and  a  friend,  Dawn,  on  the  streets  of  Seattle. 


An  Introduction  Service 

GENERAL 

For  Lesbians  and  Cay  Men 

DENTISTRY 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

Discreet  •  Discriminating  •  Sincere 

AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

If  you  demand  confidentiality ,  call 

731-8934 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 

10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 

BOSTON,  MA  02199 

617-353  1500 

introductory  half-price  special 

GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc.  .etc.,  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too1 ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women  s  section 
SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas, 
N  &  S.  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri,  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  ot  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont.  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 
$20;  The  rest  ot  the  world .  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men  s  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization, -or  lor  further 
information .  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Gla  d 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St  ,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4'1 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  pricss). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buyjng  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
520.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.&S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


•  Free  initial  consultations  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non -force  techniques  •  Exercise  programs 


669  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA  02143 

Near  the  Porter  Square  7  statton 

(617)  628-9547 

insurance  accepted  MC  St  VISA  welcome 


M*  Y  % 

\  ,Fenway\^ 

*  (  Community 

|  \  Health  J 

' Center y 

Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 

Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 

You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 
16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 

•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


had  dropped  out  of  school  and 
later  briefly  attended  an  alter¬ 
native  school.  About  her  student 
days,  she  told  McCall,  “I  never 
got  a  A.  Never.  I,  my  best  grade 
was  a  B-plus.  And  that  was  in  PE 
...”  She  confided  to  McCall  that 
she  would  like  to  be  a  counselor 
for  teenagers,  to  tell  them  that  life 
on  the  streets  “ain  ’t  worth  it .  ”  But 
she  was  overwhelmed  by  the 
thought  of  going  to  college,  main¬ 
ly  for  economic  reasons.  “I  don’t 
know  how  to  pay  for  it,”  she  said. 

Streetwise  had  Lulu  in  two 
remarkable  scenes:  one  dealt  with 
alcoholism,  another  with  Lulu’s 
identity  as  a  lesbian.  In  one  scene 
Lulu  discussed  the  death  of  her 
older  sister,  who  died  from  cir¬ 
rhosis  of  the  liver  at  the  age  of  26. 
What  made  the  scene  so  moving 


was  that  Lulu  spoke  so  matter-of- 
factly,  honestly  and  without  self- 
pity.  Lulu  was  not  without  her 
own  alcohol  and  drug  problems. 
She  had  been  detoxed  a  number  of 
times  and,  less  than  24  hours 
before  her  death,  she  had  been 
released  from  jail  —  having  been 
sentenced  for  public  drinking  and 
possession  of  marijuana.  Lulu  had 
a  lengthy  police  record,  with  ar¬ 
rests  ranging  from  “drunk  and 
disorderly”  to  “assaults.” 

Early  in  the  film,  Lulu  proudly 
declared  her  lesbianism.  I  don’t 
remember  the  words  verbatim,  but 
I  do  remember  the  tone.  Lulu 
spoke  with  the  same  unabashed 
pep  a  child  would  use,  say,  in  an¬ 
nouncing  her  favorite  flavor  of  ice 
cream.  She  said  something  like: 

Continued  on  page  12 


Celebrates  its 

’hird  Aniversary! 

Gym  for  Women 

Saturday,  February  8 
Featuring  a  Batik  Exhibition 
by  Jeri  Levitt 
Reception  at  6:30pm 
Party  begins  at  7:30pm 


S  Cambridge  Nr 
Central  Sq.  T 


Special  Performance  by 
Expansions  Dance  Company  of 
Jude  Barucha  at  $:30pm 


53  River  St . 


Join  our  active,  short-term  group  for 
clients  wanting  to  learn  more  about 
how  to  relate  to  others. 

Serving  the  community  since  1976 

Boston  Danvers 

45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St. 

262-9116  774-0142 

near  Arlington  T  stop 

Cambridae 

51  Brattle  St. 

ITH  behavior 

VJU  a6sociate5 

Specializing  in  short-term, 

problem-focused  therapy 

Vernon’s 
SILK  &  LACE 

Specialty  Clothing  for  women  and  for  men  interested  in 
cross-dressing.  Sizes  4-24.  Located  near  Boston.  Mail  order 
specialists  spanning  the  globe;  Send  $8  for  new  catalogue  to: 
Box  1088,  Waltham*  MA  02254.  Or  call  894-1744 

Discreet,  Private  Hours  and  Dressing  Room 


1080  BELMONT  STREET 

WATERTOWN,  MA  02172  489-4047 


HAIR  SKIN  NAILS 
MEN  AND  WOMEN 

AVANTGARDE  NEWWAVE  TRADITIONAL 
WAXING  MAKEUP  PERMS  COLORS 

Gay  Operated  Doug  &  Jay  Minutes  from  Rt.  128  &  Mass.  Pike 


Gay  &  Lesbian  Print  Disabl 

The  Issue  is  Access 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

“Restricted  access”  is  a  condition  which  has  great 
significance  to  those  with  physical  differences.  Wheelchair 
users  are  restricted  entry  into  many  structures  and  public 
facilities  by  architectural  barriers.  Until  fairly  recently,  deaf 
people  had  use  of  their  language  (American  Sign 
Language  or  “AMESLAN”)  denied  them  under  the  guise 
of  being  helped  to  fit  into  a  hearing  world.  Popular 
philosophy  once  dictated  that  left-handed  children  have 
their  dominant  hand  bound  behind  them  to  develop  a  side 
which  intrinsically  goes  against  their  nature.  In  addition, 
blind  and  other  print-disabled  people  have  been 
prevented  from  obtaining  the  information  they  need  for  a 
broad  understanding  of  life’s  options. 

Access  has  also  been  an  issue  for  gay  men,  lesbians, 
and  bisexuals.  As  members  of  a  sexual  minority,  informa¬ 
tion  pertaining  to  our  history  and  culture  has  been 
systematically  withheld  or  altered.  For  those  who  happen 
to  fall  into  the  dual  categories  of  “sexual  minority”  and 
“print  disabled,”  the  problem  of  restricted  information  ac¬ 
quisition  is  compounded  substantially. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  upwards  of  three  million 
print-disabled  people  in  the  United  States:  1.6  million 
with  visual  defects  and  the  remainder  with  physical  or 
perceptual  disabilities  making  it  difficult  to  read  ink  print. 
Taking  the  Kinsey  research  findings,  statistically  there  ex¬ 
ists  close  to  300,000  gay  men  and  lesbians  with  print 
disabilities. 

As  lesbians  and  gay  men,  we  know  how  long  and  dif¬ 
ficult  can  be  the  journey  of  coming  to  terms  with  our  sex¬ 
uality  —  a  journey  nearly  impossible  to  travel  alone.  Sup¬ 
port  for  others  who  have  already  walked  the  path  is 
critical.  Needed  also  is  free  and  open  access  to  positive  in¬ 
formation  which  tells  our  stories  and  shows  us  that  in  no 
way  are  we  unique .  How  common  it  is  now  for  many  of  us 
to  glance  through  gay  and  lesbian  periodicals  at  news-:^. 
stands  or  to  borrow  library  books  on  these  themes.  Somes* 
of  us  browse  through  bar  guides  or  local  calendar  listings  ^ 
before  deciding  on  an  evening’s  entertainment.  Once  out¬ 
side,  we  see  the  most  recent  patchwork  of  colorful  street 
posters  announcing  gay  meetings  and  dances. 

However,  print-disabled  people  often  cannot  use 
these  materials,  and  the  reasons  are  not  necessarily 
physical.  Further  blocking  their  path  out  to  accessibility  is 
society’s  three-pronged  attack  on  their  privacy,  confiden¬ 
tiality,  and  independence. 

From  birth,  most  disabled  people  are  sheltered  by 
family  and  friends.  They  are  constantly  monitored  by 
social,  governmental,  and  school  officials.  On  the  matter 
of  sexuality,  at  one  residential  school  outside  of  Boston  for 
children  with  visual  disabilities,  an  administrative  decision 
was  made  calling  for  the  deletion  of  all  references  to 
homosexuality  in  its  Sex  Education  and  Family  Life  cur¬ 
riculum.  Said  one  department  supervisor,  “The  students 
are  different  enough,  and  we  don’t  need  to  teach  them  to 
stick  out  any  further.” 

Though  mainstreaming  disabled  students  into  public 
schools  is  quickly  becoming  the  pedagogical  norm,  issues 
remain.  With  the  additional  “special”  teachers  and 
readers  hired  to  aid  disabled  students  with  their  academic 
and  emotional  transition,  some  of  the  apparent  gains  are 
often  diminished  by  a  loss  of  privacy.  Print-disabled  peo¬ 
ple  must  often  depend  on  designated  readers  to  read 


them  letters  and  other  printed  materials.  Rather  than  risk¬ 
ing  possible  disclosure  or  embarrassment,  they  may 
choose  not  to  seek  out  information  of  a  personal  or  private 
nature,  including  information  on  homosexuality. 

There  exists  today  a  general  societal  abhorrence  of 
gay  and  lesbian  sexuality,  combined  with  an  enormous  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  varieties  of  sexual  expression  of  disabled 
people.  The  mere  fact  that  disabled  people  “do  it”  is,  to 
many,  unimaginable  at  best,  and  at  worst,  repulsive. 
Literature  and  popular  culture  have  tended  to  exaggerate 
these  attitudes.  Disability  and  deformity  have  traditionally 
been  presented  as  symbols  of  evil  or  corruption  on  one 
hand,  or  purity,  innocence,  and  spirituality  on  the  other, 
but  invariably  they  are  presented  as  sexless.  From  Dr. 
Strangelove  and  Captain  Ahab  to  the  Elephant  Man  and 
the  blind  master  on  TV’s  Kung  Fu,  each  is  outside  the 
realm  of  sexuality.  Who  would  take  seriously  the  notion  of 
any  of  those  seven  little  people  actually  sleeping  with 
Snow  White  (or,  for  that  matter,  with  the  prince)? 
Nicholas  Nickleby’s  disabled  friend,  Smike,  may  be  wise, 
but  Dickens  delivers  him  lacking  sex  parts. 

A  lack  of  understanding,  however,  is  not  limited  to 
the  able-bodied.  Mirroring  majority  sentiment,  accep¬ 
tance  of  homosexuality  has  been  slow  in  coming  from  the 
general  print-disabled  community.  There  remains  con¬ 
tinued  resistance  to  dealing  openly  with  this  issue  by  a 
significant  segment  of  the  press  serving  print-disabled 
people.  Many  of  the  traditional  publications  for  this  group 
have  consistently  refused  to  carry  ads  announcing  gay 
and  lesbian  organizations,  events,  or  publications,  or  have 
severely  restricted  how  these  ads  must  be  worded  (prefer¬ 
ring  the  term  “alternative  lifestyles”  over  “gay”  or 
“lesbian”).  Also,  the  powerful  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  (NFB) ,  the  largest  and  most  vocal  private  organiza¬ 
tion  leading  the  fight  for  the  rights  of  blind  people,  has 
consistently  refused  to  recognize  groups  designed  to  work 
for  gay  and  lesbian  blind  people. 

Recording  Organizations 

A  library  contains  a  galaxy  of  words  which  the  print- 
disabled  have  a  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  time 
navigating.  They  can’t  simply  enter,  independently  search 
the  card  catalogue,  locate  a  book  amongst  the  stacks,  and 
check  it  out  at  the  circulation  desk. 

Today,  for  lesbian  and  gay  print-disabled  people, 
other  options  are  available.  Some  of  the  traditional  recor¬ 
ding  services  are  reproducing  an  increasing  list  of  books 
on  gay  and  lesbian  themes,  while  alternative  organizations 
have  been  founded  to  offer  information  on  homosexuality 
and  feminism  and  to  help  reduce  some  of  the  isolation 
that  print-disabled  people  feel  around  these  topics. 

Before  discussing  these  agencies,  it  is  important  to 
explore  the  area  of  eligibility.  With  each  agency,  re¬ 
quirements  differ  slightly,  but  the  user  must  be  print- 
disabled,  and  in  some  cases  a  written  verification  from  a 
health  care  professional,  social  worker,  or  teacher  is  re¬ 
quired. 


Most  materials  distributed  by  agencies  are  in  record¬ 
ed  formats,  and  some  are  in  Braille.  (Library  of  Congress 
statistics  show  that  85  percent  of  those  eligible  for  these 
materials  do  not  read  Braille.)  Materials  produced  by  the 
recording  organizations  are  produced  on  cassette  tape  or 
recorded  disc,  and  therefore  special  playback  equipment 


is  needed.  Special  tape  players  and  turntables  capable  of 
playing  at  reduced  speeds  are  required. 

Traditional  Agencies 

National  Library  Service 

Marking  its  golden  anniversary  in  October,  1984,  the 
National  Library  Service  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Han¬ 
dicapped  (NLS)  was  established  by  an  act  of  the  U.S. 
Congress.  Through  a  national  network  of  over  170 
regional  and  sub-regional  libraries,  recorded  and  Brailled 
materials  are  distributed  to  those  who  cannot  manage 
print.  Included  in  this  free  service  are  all  playback  equip¬ 
ment,  specially  formatted  books,  and  the  bimonthly  Talk¬ 
ing  Book  Topics  and  Braille  Book  Review  listing  recent 
books  and  magazines  distributed  by  NLS. 

Skilled  professional  readers  are  commissioned  to 
record  thousands  of  “talking  books,”  which  range  from 
cookbooks  to  tax  guides  and  from  Harlequin  romances  to 
the  classics.  Periodicals  are  also  recorded. 

Also  available  is  a  fair  amount  of  materials  on  gay  and 
lesbian  themes.  For  example,  in  fiction  there  are  the  Mary 
Renault  tales  of  love  and  sacrifice  set  against  the  backdrop 
of  ancient  Greece,  including  The  Last  of  the  Wine,  Fire 
from  Heaven,  and  The  Persian  Boy.  There  are  James 
Baldwin’s  accounts  of  homosexuality  and  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  races  in  Giovanni’s  Room,  Another  Country, 
and  Just  Above  My  Head.  Biographies  are  available  of 
such  notables  as  Alice  B.  Toklas  and  Gertrude  Stein,  W. 
H.  Auden,  Frederick  the  Great,  and  Oscar  Wilde.  There  is 
Merle  Miller’s  now-famous  essay,  “On  Being  Different,” 
and  intimate  guides  through  the  gay  experience  such  as 
Loving  Someone  Gay  by  Donald  Clark.  On  religion  there 
is  Rev.  Troy  Perry’s  The  Lord  is  My  Shepherd  and  He 
Knows  I’m  Gay.  There  is  Radclyffe  Hall’s  early  lesbian 
classic,  The  Well  of  Loneliness,  as  well  as  Gore  Vidal’s  gay 
classic,  The  City  and  the  Pillar,  plus  the  popular  Consen¬ 
ting  Adult  by  Laura  Hobson  and  The  Front  Runner  by 
Patricia  Nell  Warren.  For  younger  readers  there  is  Sticks 
and  Stones  by  Lynn  Hall.  Non-fiction  political  writings  in¬ 
clude  Society  and  the  Healthy  Homosexual,  The 
Homosexual  Matrix,  Lesbian/Woman,  and  Sappho  Was 
a  Right-On  Woman,  among  others.  On  request,  NLS  will 
produce  a  computer  print-out  covering  its  complete 
listings  of  homosexual  themes,  which  currently  approx¬ 
imate  120  titles. 

Though  NLS  is  presently  expanding  its  list  of  offer¬ 
ings  on  lesbian  and  gay  themes,  an  important  develop¬ 
ment  recently  occurred.  The  U.S.  Congress,  serving  as 
chief  NLS  overseer,  last  year  cut  off  funding  for  Braille 
issues  of  Playboy  magazine.  Marj  Schneider,  co-founder 
and  current  co-coordinator  of  the  Womyn’s  Braille  Press 
of  Minneapolis  considers  this  as  a  dangerous  precedent. 
“Though  I  don’t  like  Playboy  myself,”  she  said,  “this  in¬ 
dicates  against  that  the  government  is  trying  to  influence 
control  over  blind  people  reading  about  sex.  It  will  have  a 
dampening  effect...  Now  there  will  be  closer  scrutiny  in 
the  future  over  books  chosen  [by  NLS]  for  special 
format.” 

Recordings  for  the  Blind 

Servihg  a  slightly  different  function  from  NLS  is  the 
New  Jersey-based  Recordings  for  the  Blind  (RFB). 
Started  by  a  small  group  of  women  to  record  text  books 
for  returning  blinded  World  War  II  vets,  the  organization 
has  grown  into  a  network  of  over  5,000  volunteer 
readers.  Partly  funded  by  governmental  agencies,  RFB 
receives  most  of  its  support  from  private  donations,  foun¬ 
dations,  and  corporations.  Though  the  service  is  free, 
tape  playback  equipment  must  be  purchased  by  a 
distributor  or  borrowed  from  the  Library  of  Congress. 

RFB  distributes  over  60,000  taped  titles  which  in¬ 
creases  at  an  estimated  annual  rate  of  3,500.  Similar  to 
NLS  which  records  standard  non-fiction  and  fiction 
books,  RFB  provides  the  extra  specialized  service  of 
recording  textbooks  and  other  academic  materials  on  re¬ 
quest.  The  subscriber  need  only  send  two  print  copies  of 
the  book  to  be  recorded  to  REFB  headquarters:  one  for 
the  reader  and  the  other  for  the  monitor  to  follow  along. 
The  book  is  taped  and  returned  within  a  few  months. 
Copies  are  then  made  available  to  other  subscribers. 

RFB  provides  a  good  range  of  books  on  homosex¬ 
uality.  Though  offering  some  of  the  same  popular  books 
on  this  topic  as  NLS,  they  go  beyond  by  recording  such 
non-fiction  titles  as  Margaret  Cruikshank’s  Lesbian 
Studies:  Present  and  Future,  Laud  Humphrey’s  Out  of 
the  Closets:  The  Sociology  of  Homosexual  Liberation,  Jill 
Johnston’s  Lesbian  Nation,  The  Coming  Out  Stories  an 
anthology  published  by  Persephone,  and  Allen  Young’s 
Gays  Under  the  Cuban  Revolution,  plus  books  on  poetry, 


d  •  From  birth,  most  disabled  people  are  sheltered  by  family  and  friends.  They  are 
constantly  monitored  by  social,  governmental,  an<j  school  officials.  On  the 
matter  of  sexuality,  at  one  residential  school  for  children  with  visual  disabilities 
outside  of  Boston,  an  administrative  decision  was  made  calling  for  the  deletion 
of  all  references  to  homosexuality  in  its  Sex  Education  and  Family  Life  curriculum. 
Said  one  department  supervisor,  ‘The  students  are  different  enough  and  we  don’t 

need  to  teach  them  to  stick  out  any  further.” 


drama,  and  literature. 

RFB  also  distributes  a  substantial  number  of  books 
dealing  with  other  facets  in  the  movement  for  sexual 
liberation  including  those  covering  feminism,  bisexuality, 
and  men’s  liberation.  There  are  also  a  large  array  of 
materials  dealing  with  other  movement  struggles.  Such 
cross-over  issues  as  racism,  anti-Semitism,  ageism,  able- 
bodiedism,  workers’  oppression,  militarism,  imperialism, 
and  classism  are  also  available. 

While  much  of  the  material  recorded  by  NLS  and 
RFB  on  the  topic  of  homosexuality  is  relatively  pro¬ 
gressive,  some  is  quite  archaic  and  even  prejudicial. 
Works  such  as  The  Unhappy  Gays  by  Tim  F.  LaHaye  and 
Homosexuality:  A  Psychoanalytic  Study  edited  by  the 
Society  of  Medical  Psychoanalysis  containing  works  by  Ir¬ 
ving  Bieber,  present  a  clear  indictment  of  homosexuality. 
And  there  is  Dr.  David  Reuben’s  now-infamous 
Everything  You  Always  Wanted  to  Know  About  Sex  with 
its  ridiculous  chapter  on  homosexuality.  (Lesbianism  is 
given  a  mere  two-page  mention  in  a  chapter  on  prostitu¬ 
tion.)  Also  obvious  in  its  bias  is  the  RFB  listing  for  The 
Anita  Bryant  Story:  The  Survival  of  Our  Nation’s  Families 
and  the  Threat  of  Militant  Homosexuality,  written  by 
Anita  Bryant  in  1977  at  the  height  of  her  anti-gay  crusade. 
Such  materials  as  these  might  be  fine  for  those  interested 
in  looking  at  the  genesis  of  psychological  theory  on 
homosexuality  within  an  historical  framework  or  to 
engage  in  an  academic  exercise.  But  for  those  seeking  af¬ 
firmation  and  support  for  a  lifestyle,  these  materials  can 
cause  unnecessary  pain  and  distress. 


Alternative  Organizations 

Since  the  early  1970s,  there  has  been  an  explosion 
in  the  publishing  of  gay,  lesbian,  and  feminist  books  and 
journals,  and  traditional  agencies  have  begun  making 
some  of  this  accessible  to  print-disabled  people .  But  the 
explosion  is  vast  while  their  line  is  narrow. 

Working  to  enrich  and  enlarge  the  body  of  specifical¬ 
ly  formatted  materials  on  gay  and  feminist  themes,  a 
number  of  groups  have  stepped  in  to  act  as  personal  and 
confidential  resources  for  information  and  support.  Often 
run  collectively  by  blind  and  sighted  volunteers,  these 
groups  regard  subscribers  as  peers  rather  than  as  clients. 

According  to  Marj  Schneider  of  the  Womyn’s  Braille 
Press,  “A  major  difference  between  us  [alter¬ 
natives]...  and  the  ‘agencies  for  the  blind’... is  that  we  are 
self-organized.  That  is,  we  are  organized  by  blind  people 
because  we  know  what  we  need  and  want  better  than  the 
‘professionals’  do.” 

Lambda  Resource  Center  for  the  Blind 

Beginning  with  nothing  more  than  some  basic  recor¬ 
ding  equipment  and  a  small  apartment  to  work  from,  the 
Lambda  Resource  Center  for  the  Blind  (LRC)  was  born 
in  October,  1979.  Today  it  has  grown  with  the  aid  of  a 
network  of  volunteer  readers  to  provide  a  large  collection 
of  cassette  books  and  a  quarterly  magazine  to  people  all 
across  the  United  States  and  parts  of  Canada.  Lacking 
extensive  funding  sources,  a  minimal  subscription  fee  for 
materials  is  requested. 

Unique  to  LRC  is  their  cassette  magazine  recorded 
quarterly  comprising  a  composite  of  some  of  the  best  in 
gay  and  lesbian  journalism.  It  is  drawn  from  such  publica¬ 
tions  as  our  own  Gay  Community  News,  Toronto’s  Body 
Politic,  Chicago’s  Gay  Life,  The  Native  and  Christopher 
Street  from  New  York,  Gay  Blade  from  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  California’s  Advocate,  plus  occasional  articles 
on  homosexuality  taken  from  traditional  press  sources. 

Pieces  chosen  for  the  LRC  Quarterly  cover  such  topics 
as  trends  in  lesbian  and  gay  culture,  precedent-setting 
court  decisions,  in-depth  news  and  analysis,  per¬ 
sonalities,  travelogues,  gay  and  lesbian  history  and  life¬ 
styles,  plus  arts  and  literature  reviews.  It  also  provides  a 
“personals”  section  designed  to  develop  an  interchange 
among  subscribers  and  those  who  may  be  interested  in 
becoming  readers  for  print-disabled  people. 

Recorded  by  a  team  of  qualified  volunteer  readers, 
LRC  provides,  along  with  the  Quarterly,  an  extensive 
selection  of  cassette  books  which  range  from  sex  manuals 
to  novels.  Other  areas  include  short  stories  ( Below  the 
Belt  and  Other  Stories  by  Phil  Andros;  non-fiction  an¬ 
thologies  ( Pink  Triangles:  Radical  Perspectives  on  Gay 
Liberation ,  edited  by  Pam  Mitchell,  and  One  Teenager  in 
Ten:  Writings  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth,  edited  by  Ann 
Fjeron);  drama  ( Torch  Song  Trilogy  by  Harvey  Fierstein); 
history  (Gay  American  History  by  Jonathan  Katz);  and 


autobiography  /fiction  Down  There  On  a  Visit  by 
Christopher  Isherwood) .  There  are  also  books  on 
religion,  scholarship,  personalities,  travel,  mystery, 
health,  sociology,  and  relationships.  In  addition,  LRC 
provides  a  recorded  version  of  the  Gayellow  Pages  which 
lists  bars,  churches,  political  groups,  and  social  organiza¬ 
tions  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 
New  for  distribution  is  an  up-to-date  annotated  computer 
list  of  all  gay  and  lesbian  recorded  and  Braille  books 
which  are  produced  by  agencies  nationwide.  A  cassette 
bibliography  listing  LRC  materials  is  available  to  in¬ 
dividuals  and  libraries  on  request.  To  underscore  its  con¬ 
cern  in  protecting  subscriber  confidentiality,  all  LRC 
books  are  marked  by  number  rather  than  by  title  when 
mailed. 


LRC  is  currently  undergoing  organizational  transi¬ 
tion.  The  group’s  founders  are  attempting  to  turn  over 
coordination  to  others  who  have  a  desire  to  continue  and 
to  expand  the  group’s  projects  and  activities.  Anyone 
who  may  have  such  a  desire  should  contact  LRC. 

Wotnyn’s  Braille  Press 

Sharing  a  common  belief  with  LRC  that  print  dis¬ 
abled  people  can  best  understand  their  needs _and  wants, 
the  Womyn’s  Braille  Press  (WBP)  is  helping  to  make 
available  more  pieces  to  the  informational  jigsaw  puzzle. 
Founded  by  six  blind  women  who  have  long  felt  the 
frustration  over  not  having  sufficient  access  to  good 
feminist  and  lesbian  literature,  WBP  was  established  as  a 
non-profit,  tax-exempt  corporation  to  provide  materials 
to  women  (and  to  men  interested  in  learning  about 
feminism)  who  cannot  read  ink  print  and  to  aid  in  the 
education  of  non-disabled  people  to  the  capabilities  of 
those  who  are  physically  challenged. 

Materials  are  taped  and  some  are  available  also  in 
Braille.  They  are  carefully  chosen  keeping  the  interests  of 
all  segments  of  the  diverse  women’s  community  in  mind. 
Examples  of  non-fiction  include:  This  Bridge  Called  My 
Back:  Writings  by  Radical  Women  of  Color  edited  by 
Gloria  Anzaldua  and  Cherrie  Moraga;  Nice  Jewish  Girls: 
A  Lesbian  Anthology  edited  by  Evelyn  Torton  Beck;  A 
Daughter  of  Han:  The  Autobiography  of  a  Chinese 
Working  Woman  by  Ida  Pruit;  Sandino’s  Daughters: 
Testimonies  of  Nicaraguan  Women  in  Struggle  by 
Margaret  Randall;  Out  from  Under:  Sober  Dykes  and 
Our  Friends,  edited  by  Jean  Swallow. 

WBP  also  considers  the  dissemination  of  materials 
on  women’s  health  issues  to  be  a  priority.  Available  is  the 
nine-part  Health  Resource  Guides  by  the  National 
Women’s  Health  Network. 


Examples  of  literature  listed  in  the  WBP  catalogue 
include  Lesbian  Fiction:  An  Anthology,  edited  by  Elly 
Bulkin  and  Joan  Larkin;  the  science-fiction  tale 
Daughters  of  a  Coral  Dawn  by  Catherine  V.  Forrest;  and 
the  contemporary  classic  Patience  and  Sarah  by  Isabel 
Miller.  Authors  also  include  Jane  Rule,  Joanna  Russ, 
May  Sarton,  Sheila  Ortiz  Taylor,  and  Alice  Walker. 
Listings  also  cover  a  wide  range  of  poetry  by  Jan 
Clausen,  Judy  Grahn,  and  Adrienne  Rich,  among 
others. 

In  addition  to  books,  WBP  also  makes  available 
several  feminist  and  lesbian  periodicals  which  can  either 
be  purchased  or  borrowed.  These  include  the  monthly  off 
our  backs  and  Telewoman,  plus  the  quarterly  Sinister 
Wisdom,  Womanspirit,  and  Lesbian  Contradiction:  A 
Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 

Radical  Rose  Recordings 

From  its  base  in  Minneapolis  comes  a  new  blossom 
in  the  field  of  recording  companies.  Radical  Rose  Recor¬ 
dings  (RRR)  is  making  available  what  could  be  called  les¬ 
bian  and  feminist  radio  shows.  However,  instead  of  being 
picked  up  over  the  airwaves,  these  shows  come  through 
the  mail  to  homes  and  to  women’s  bookstores  across  the 
country. 

RRR  produces  live  cassette  recordings  of  women 
telling  their  stories.  Materials  include  conference 
workshops,  news,  music,  and  “kitchen-table”  conversa¬ 
tions  covering  a  variety  of  issues  within  lesbian  and 
feminist  culture. 

Though  a  relatively  new  group,  its  list  of  materials  is 
growing.  Examples  include  Jewish  Lesbian  Culture  and 
Anti-Semitism  in  the  Lesbian  Community,  which  is  a  live 
recording  of  a  presentation  given  by  Jewish  lesbians  in 
the  Minneapolis  area  in  1983.  It  consists  of  personal 
stories  of  childhood  and  experiences  of  anti-Semitism, 
songs,  and  excerpts  of  lesbian  writers.  Also  available  is 
Dykes  Resist,  which  includes  accounts  of  lesbians  fighting 
back  against  male  violence;  I’m  in  Love  with  Lesbians,  an 
interview  with  singer/songwriter  Maxine  Feldman;  and 
Dyke  Pioneers:  Lesbian  Songs  by  Sidney  Spinster. 
Materials  are  available  to  all  lesbians,  and  Braille  labels 
will  be  included  on  request. 

Conclusion 

Today,  as  the  closet  door  swings  open  wider,  lesbian 
and  gay  print-disabled  people  are  gaining  greater  access 
to  information  making  their  lives  richer  and  more  fulfilling 
than  ever  before.  A  steadily  increasing  amount  of  special¬ 
ly  formatted  materials  are  bringing  them  closer  to 
gay/lesbian  culture  and  community.  However, 
discrimination  in  all  its  forms  still  exists  while  their  realities 
continue  to  be  shrouded  in  myth  and  misconception. 

For  people  with  print  disabilities,  access  in  the  fullest 
sense  is  not  achieved  merely  with  the  production  of 
recorded  or  Braille  books.  Similarly,  the  construction  of 
architectural  ramps  or  the  inclusion  of  sign  language  in¬ 
terpreters  at  public  events  will  not  of  itself  end  the  isola¬ 
tion  of  people  with  other  forms  of  disability.  True  access 
will  only  come  about  when  all  people  begin  to  understand 
and  accept  human  diversity.  Many  people  remain  fearful 
and  Often  irritated  at  those  with  physical  disabilities  * 
because  it  brings  to  light  their  own  mortality.  Often  a 
physical  condition  is  not  as  disabling  as  are  negative 
societal  attitudes. 

Reality  counters  the  commonly  held  notion  that  the 
world  is  divided  into  two  distinct  and  separate  camps; 
those  with  physical  disabilities  and  those  without.  More 
accurately,  though,  there  are  some  people  with  physical 
limitations,  the  rest  of  the  population  is  simply  temporari¬ 
ly  able-bodied. 

Library  Service  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handicap¬ 

ped,  1291  Taylor  Street,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20542. 
(800)  424-8567. 

Recordings  for  the  Blind,  20  Roszel  Road,  Princeton,  NJ 
08540.  (609)  452-0606;  WATS  line  for  orders  only 
(800)  221-4792  or  (800)  221-4973  (8:30  a. m.  -4:30 
p.m.  Eastern  Time). 

Lambda  Resource  Center  for  the  Blind,  P.O.  Box  2241, 
Chicago,  IL  60690-2241.  (312)  880-5722. 

Womyn’s  Braille  Press,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  8475,  Min¬ 
neapolis,  MN  55408.  (612)  341-3114  or  (612) 

872-6806. 

Radical  Rose  Recordings,  P.O.  Box  8122,  Minneapolis, 
MN  55408. 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232*7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


LETTERHEADS 
ENVELOPES 
NCR  FORMS 
BUSINESS  CARDS 
TYPESETTING 
BINDERY  SERVICES 
QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 
BROCHURES/FLYERS 
'  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 
’  COLLATING 
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COPLEY 

COPYYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
INSTANT  DUPLICATION 
392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
617-267-9488 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeeper 

Gabriel's 

apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 

(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
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Great  for  Groups 
small  and  large 
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Country  Lodge 


Open  Year-Round 
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PARK  REALTY 

63  Fairmount  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  Massachusetts  02136 

Business  (617)  364-3400 
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DAVID  JOSEPH  VIEIRA 

Sales  Associate 

VfP 

Each  Office  Is  independently  Owned  And  Operated 

This  Year  Don't  Run  Away  from  Winter 
—  Enjoy  It  in  Stowe,  VT 

One  of  the  World's  Top  Ten  Ski  Resorts 

Famous  for  X-Country  and  Downhill  Skiing,  we  are  minutes 
from  the  slopes,  shops,  gourmet  restaurants  and  other  winter 
activities.  Complimentary  full  breakfast  in  our  fireplace  dining 
room.  Hot  tubs/spa  and  BYOB  fireplace  lounge/game  room. 
Five-day  midweek  ski  vacation  package  from  as  little  as  $105 
per  person  double  occupancy.  Five-day  lift  ticket  $110.  Other 
packages  available,  including  group  rates. 

(802)253-4772  •  1390  Mountain  Rd.,  Stowe,  Vermont  05672 


SfyfJtfairhankaJlnn 

¥\nt  ArrommoiiationB 


We  offer  a  warm,  congenial 
atmosphere.  Our  rooms 
have  working  fireplaces, 
private  baths  and  period 
furniture. 


A  1776 Captains  House 


90  Bradford  Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0386  Don  Graichen,  proprietor 


Up-Front  and  Personal 


By  Larry  Hitt 

When  friends  tell  me  about  their 
sordid  one-night  stands,  I  pretend 
to  commiserate.  But  when  they  get 
around  to  that  part  about  the  mom- 
.  ing  after,  it’s  obvious  they’ve  lost 
me.  How  do  /  avoid  that  awkward 
morning  after?  Simple.  I  leave  the 
night  before  —  do  it  and  leave. 

But  lately  it  hadn’t  been  work¬ 
ing.  I  ran  over  my  options.  The 
Fens  cruising  ground  was  a  frozen 
wasteland.  I  have  never  gone  to  the 
bars,  and  already  I  was  tired  of 
them.  Anyway,  it  was  time  to  try 
something  new.  Behavior  that  had 
seemed  bold,  even  revolutionary, 
in  the  ’70s  had  become  declasse  by 
the  ’80s.  Fun  was  out;  meaningful 
was  in. 

I  wasn’t  sure  just  what  I  wanted, 
but  I  knew  what  I  didn’t  want. 
And  I’d  been  getting  it  in  spades. 
Not  that  I  was  hard  to  please.  I 
would  have  settled  for  a  decent 
man  somewhere  between  a 
skateboard  and  the  grave.  I  decid¬ 
ed  to  try  the  personals. 

Apparently,  answering  personal 
ads  was  a  snap.  A  friend  told  me 
how  it  was  done.  “If  they  say 
they’re  sincere,  I  say  I’m  sincere,” 
he  said.  “Sometimes,  I  throw  in 
‘goodlooking’  just  for  the  hell  of 
it.” 

But  composing  a  personal  took 
some  thought.  It  should  begin  with 
a  brief  physical  description. 
“Muscular”  wouldn’t  do;  there 


had  to  be  some  truth  in  advertis¬ 
ing.  Perhaps  “swimmer’s  build?” 
It  sounded  good,  and  no  one  had 
ever  known  what  it  meant. 

A  week  later  I  was  running 
down  the  street  clutching  nine  let¬ 
ters.  If  only  I  had  been  preparing  to 
open  and  read  someone  else’s 
mail,  my  joy  would  have  been 
complete. 

I  ripped  open  the  first  letter. 
“Dear  Box,”  it  began.  “I  can’t  get 
you  out  of  my  mind.”  I’d  seen  that 
movie.  It  didn’t  end  well. 

The  next  letter  started  out  well: 
“I  live  in  a  Victorian  house  with 
eight  fireplaces,”  but  soon  went 
downhill:  “I  have  an  encyclopedic 
mind.”  That  gave  me  pause.  I  had 


fun.  I  tossed  it  aside  in  disgust. 

I  poured  a  cup  of  tea  and 
opened  another  letter.  “I’m  a  fine 
human  being  —  caring,  suppor¬ 
tive....”  I  had  always  thought  you 
were  supposed  to  wait  for  others  to 
point  those  things  out.  And  then 
you  were  supposed  to  demur.  Ap¬ 
parently,  hard-sell  was  strategy  for 
the  ’80s.  I  had  been  born  too  late.  I 
read  on,  “Give  me  a  call.  Be 
discreet.  Sincerely,  Jim.”  Be 
discreet!  Two  little  words  that 
make  me  want  to  rip  off  my 
clothes  and  dance  on  top  of  a 
table.  Sorry,  Jim.  It  would  never 
work.  I’m  too  old  to  be  discreet. 

I  put  down  the  final  letter.  It  all 
ran  together  in  my  head  —  a  jum- 


I  would  have  settled  for  a  decent 
man  somewhere  between  a 
skateboard  and  a  grave .  /  decided 
to  try  the  personals . 


an  encyclopedia  and  could  always 
look  it  up.  “Give  me  a  call  and 
let’s  get  together  for  dinner. 
Sincerely,  Bruce.”  I  put  Bruce  in 
the  “maybe”  pile. 

Next  came  a  mimeographed 
form  letter  bristling  with 
anatomical  details.  It  sounded  like 


ble  of  dining  out,  pecs,  and  sinceri¬ 
ty. 

But  one  letter  had  stood  out  for 
its  vagueness  —  a  quality  I’ve 
always  admired.  It  was  impossible 
to  tell  the  size,  shape,  mentality, 
sex....  I  decided  to  give  it  a  try. 

Continued  on  page  11 
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Up-front  and  Personal 


Continued from  page  10 
Three  days  later,  it  was  sitting  at 
my  kitchen  table  eating  chili. 

“This  chili  needs  something,” 
he  said,  grinding  crackers  into  the 
bowl.  The  crumbs  sifted  between 
his  fingers  and  formed  a  little 
white  mound  on  the  carpet.  The 
cat  ran  up  and  sniffed  it.  “Leave 
it,”  I  said.  “If  she  doesn’t  eat  it,  I 
will.” 

Between  bowls  of  chili,  he  told 
me  the  haunting  details  of  his  sad 
life.  I  was  lucky  to  have  a  cat  —  his 
was  dead.  When  he  ate  all  he 
wanted,  he  had  a  tendency  to  put 
on  weight.  And  then  there  was  the 
time  he’d  had  to  move  from  that 
apartment  he  liked.  Sometimes, 
on  cold  mornings,  his  car  wouldn’t 
start.  Why,  only  last  week... 

“But  those  are  problems 
everyone  has,”  I  said.  He  shifted 
uneasily  in  his  chair.  “You’re 
right,”  he  said,  his  eyes  filling  with 
tears.  “No  one  is  happy.” 


“I  am,”  I  said. 

That  was  a  mistake.  He  got  up 
from  his  chair,  tilted  my  head  back 
and  shone  the  lamp  straight  in  my 
face.  “Say  that  again,”  he  said. 
“Look  me  in  the  eye  and  say 
that.” 

“I’m  happy,”  I  said.  “Happy. 
Happy.  Happy.” 

“Why  did  you  ask  me  to  your 
apartment?”  he  said.  “My 
psychiatrist  told  me  that  was  a  sign 
of  dominance.”  His  psychiatrist 
was  wrong.  I  didn’t  want  to 


dominate  him.  I  wanted  to  kill 
him. 

He  went  back  to  the  table  and 
sat  down.  He  was  finishing  his 
third  bowl  of  chili.  He  was  putting 
on  his  coat.  He  was  gone. 

I  made  a  cup  of  strong  black  tea, 
wrapped  up  in  the  afghan,  and 
stared  out  into  space.  I  watched  it 
grow  dark.  Then  I  got  up,  turned 
on  the  light,  and  found  a  pencil 
and  a  scrap  of  paper.  “Dear 
Bruce,”  I  began  to  write.  “About 
those  eight  fireplaces...” 


I  ripped  open  the  first  letter . 
“Dear  Box ,  ”  it  began *  “I  can  Y 
get  you  out  df  my  mind .  ”  Vd  seen 
that  movie .  It  didn ’t  end  well . 
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“...on  the  progress  that  is  being 
made  in  the  diagnosis  and  research 
in  AIDS,  as  well  as  its  social  and 
political  ramifications!’ 

— Dr.  Allan  L.  Goldstein, 
The  New  England  Journal  of  Medicine * 

“Of  all  the  ‘non-medical’  AIDS  books  to 
appear  thus  far,  this  volume  will  be  the 
most  readable  and  interesting  for  the 
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alike.  Fettner’s  writing  style  is  engaging 
and  direct.  Her  perspectives  are  well- 
informed:  her  insights  are  pointed  and 
$8.95  /  paperback 


bold.... If  you  have  never  read  an  AIDS’ 
book  and  want  a  very  thorough  overview, 
read  this  one.  If  you  have  read  all  the 
AIDS  books,  this  one  will  complete  your 

understanding."  — Dr.  James  Deramo, 

The  New  York. Native 

First-Prize  Winner  in  the 
American  Medical  Writers  Association 
Book  Awards  Competition 


An  Owl  Book  from 
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North  Station 

Continued from  page  3 

No  one  from  Mayor  Flynn’s  of¬ 
fice  could  be  reached  for  com¬ 
ment. 

While  it  is  unclear  to  what  extent 
homophobia  has  motivated  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  close  down  the  theater, 
Charley  Shively,  a  gay  man  who 
testified  in  favor  of  the  theater, 
reported  that  homophobic 


statements  were  made  during  the 
hearing.  “One  person  [testifying 
against  the  theater]  said  they 
don’t  hate  homosexuals,  they  just 
hate  their  sin,”  said  Shively. 
“One  Brookline  woman  said  she 
was  afraid  that  it  [gay  porn]  was 
going  to  spread  to  Brookline.” 

The  Licensing  Division  has  up 
to  forty-five  days  after  the  hearing 
to  make  a  final  decision  on  the 
matter. 


GLAD  Sues 

Continued from  page  1 

Defense  Committee,  which  has 
organized  a  number  of  actions 
protesting  the  foster  care 
policy,  said  she  was  “really 
pleased  that  the  plaintiffs  have 
gone  ahead  with  the  lawsuit. 
These  different  approaches  to 
challenging  the  policy  compli¬ 
ment  one  another.”  Firestone, 
who  is  a  social  worker,  also 
stressed  the  importance  of  sup¬ 
port  by  the  NASW.  “Social 


workers  are  the  major  en¬ 
forcers  of  this  policy,  but  since 
individual  social  workers  have 
been  powerless,  we’ve  really 
relied  on  the  NASW  for  sup¬ 
port.” 

Speaking  for  the  Executive 
Office  of  Human  Services, 
spokesperson  Mary  Breslauer 
said  state  policy  forbids 
discussing  pending  lawsuits, 
adding,  “The  suit  will  be 
defended  as  vigorously  as  any 
other  against  the  Com¬ 
monwealth.” 


RED  SUN  PRESS 
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Lou  Ellen  Couch:  Young  Lesbian  on  the  Streets 


Continued  from  page  7  • 

“Yeah,  I’m  gay.  I  like  girls.”  And 
it  was  clear  she  didn’t  care  who 
knew  it. 

Because  she  was  so  open  about 
being  a  lesbian,  Lulu  was  sub¬ 
jected  to  a  great  deal  of  abuse  and 
harassment.  Streetwise  had  a 
heartrending  scene  in  which  Lulu 
was  in  a  ferocious  shouting  match 
with  a  homophobic  young  man 
who  continually  scorned  her,  tell¬ 
ing  her  to  “act  like  a  girl.”  She 
stood  toe-to-toe  with  him,  bravely 
fighting  back  and  attacking  his 
sexism  and  homophobia. 

The  Streetwise  scenes  with  Lulu 
were  actually  far  and  few  between. 
Although  the  makers  of  this  film 


have  provided  us  with  a  rare  and 
dignified  look  at  a  young  lesbian’s 
life,  I  was  left  with  many  ques¬ 
tions.  I  wondered  if  Lulu  was  at  all 
involved  with  Seattle’s  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  As  a  street  per¬ 
son,  had  she  reached  out  to  them 
and,  if  so,  was  she  welcomed?  (Did 
she  get  any  support  from  the  gay 
community?) 


With  regards  to  her  lesbianism, 
Lulu  related  this  story  to  McCall. 
She  remembered  when  she  met 
Tiny,  a  young  prostitute  who  was 
also  featured  in  Streetwise.  Lulu 
said,  “When  I  first  met  Tiny  . . . 
she  was  standin’  by  these  Chris¬ 
tians  and  she  found  out  I  was  a  les¬ 
bian.  She  was  only  11.  And  she 
literally  ran  from  me.  She  made 


me  feel  bad.  I  tell  you  I  cried.  She 
made  me  feel  bad,  like  I  was  gonna 
rape  her.  I  just  told  her  that,  uh, 
hey,  I  might  be  gay,  but  you’re  a 
little  bit  too  young  for  me.” 

During  the  last  four  months  of 
her  life,  Lulu’s  constant  compa¬ 
nion  was  Alwyn,  a  16-year-old 
runaway  girl.  Although  Lulu  was 
drawn  to  the  streets,  she  kept  in 
touch  with  her  family  —  she  and 
Alwyn  alternated  their  time  living 
with  Lulu’s  mother  or  her  sister, 
Lisa.  Then,  of  course,  there  was 
always  the  lure  of  the  streets. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  or 
middle-class  bigotry  to  speculate 
why  Lulu  was  so  drawn  to  the 


“Lulu  never  lost  her  capacity  to 
care  which ,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the 
first  thing  you  lose  on  the  streets .  ” 
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street  scene.  The  circumstances 
leading  to  her  death  were  typical  of 
the  anti-lesbian  harassment  she  en¬ 
dured  daily.  She  and  Alwyn  were 
in  Seattle’s  sex  business  district,  a 
place  of  peep  shows  and  strip 
joints.  A  group  of  four  men  began 
to  heckle  them.  They  reportedly 
chided  Alwyn  for  being  with  Lulu. 
Lulu  told  them  to  leave  her  alone, 
saying  that  Alwyn  was  her  girl.  A 
shoving  match  erupted  and,  when 
the  men  refused  to  disperse,  Lulu 
grabbed  a  garbage  can  and  hurled 
it  at  them.  Three  of  them  ran  away 
while  the  fourth  made  advances 
towards  Alwyn.  Lulu  retrieved  the 
lid  of  the  garbage  can  and,  as  she 
raised  it  over  her  head  to  use  as  a 
weapon,  the  man  lunged  at  her  and 
stabbed  her  once  in  the  chest. 
Witnesses  claim  that  Lulu  was 
stunned  by  the  attack,  apparently 
unaware  that  the  man  had  had  a 
knife.  She  died  within  minutes. 
(Two  nights  after  her  death,  a 
suspect  was  arrested.) 

On  December  17,  a  memorial 
service  for  Lulu  was  held  at  a 
downtown  Seattle  church.  It  was 
this  event  that  drew  national  atten¬ 
tion  to  Lulu’s  death.  About  300 
people  attended,  including  Street¬ 
wise  producer  Cheryl  McCall.  Mc¬ 
Call  eulogized  Lulu  saying,  “She 
never  lost  her  capacity  to  care 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  first 
thing  you  lose  on  the  streets. 
Perhaps  we  may  never  meet 
another  like  her.” 

Lulu  was  a  tough  protector  but 
those  who  knew  her  were  aware  of 
her  vulnerability  and  loneliness, 
which  she  expressed  in  poetry  she 
wrote.  When  I  saw  her  in  Street¬ 
wise,  I  was  moved  by  her  compas¬ 
sion  and  candor.  She  was  a  proud 
woman  with  courage  and  integrity 
and  I  admired  her  strength  I 
mourn  her  passing. 

(Grateful  acknowledgement  is  given  to 
Cheryl  McCall  for  permission  to 
reprint  from  her  interview  and  to 
reporter  Hill  Williams  of  The  Seattle 
Times  for  providing  me  with  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  Lulu’s  death  and 
memorial  service.  —  PMK) 
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Classifieds 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ Q 


PERSONALS _ 

Striving  writer  of  mysticism  seeks  gay 
or  lesbian  mystic  to  manage  publica¬ 
tion  of  400,000  word  book  needing  typ¬ 
ing  and  offering  to  occult  bk  publ.  Pro¬ 
fits  shared.  Contact  Paul  Coppolla,  75 
A  1884,  Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011.  (29) 

SUSAN  JANE  FANS 
Correction  to  last  week’s  cover  photo: 
Sue  Hyde  does  in  fact  have  two  very 
usable  lips,  despite  photographic  proof 
to  the  contrary. _ (29) 

LF,  41,  Rl  Veterinarian,  recent  break  up, 
desires  relationship  with  mutual 
respect,  support,  humor,  some  space, 
friendship  first.  Box  27. _ (32) 

LF,  Butchy-fem,  late  40’s  seeks  femmy- 
butch,  35 +  ,  warm,  sense  of  humor,  in¬ 
telligent,  for  fun/solid  relationship.  Box 
29. _ (30) 

GWF,  23,  attractive  and  somewhat  shy, 
seeks  sensual  and  secure  woman  for 
sincere,  caring  relationship.  Let’s  en¬ 
joy  our  self-identities.  Interests  in 
music  and  film,  great!  Box  28. _ (29) 

NEWEST  FLAVOR  AT  JP  LICKS: 
SWEETEST  TABOOS... 

Have  you  forsaken  me  for  other  sensual 
delights?  I  missed  your  ad  in  GCN  last 
week... 

Remember  the  night  of  hot  passion  in¬ 
spired  by  WHIP  CREAM?  I’ll  take  a 
piece  of  GODIVA  chocolate.  I  carefully 
take  off  your  Carter  spanky  pants,  and  I 
spread  your  thighs,  revealing  your 
brown  bush,  red  hot  labia,  and  throbb¬ 
ing  clit.  How  I  love  to  lose  myself  in  the 
forest  of  your  fur,  darting  here  and 
there  with  tongue,  toes  and  fingers.  I 
ever  so  slowly  place  the  chocolate  in 
your  vagina,  and  you  must  now  melt  it. 
For  inspiration,  let  me  cover  your  body 
with  freshly  whipped  cream  and 
strawberries,  and  pinch  your  hard  nip¬ 
ples  with  toasted  almonds. 

When  you  cum,  the  melted  chocolate  is 
now  white  chocolate  as  your  cum 
juices  have  covered  it-a  new  dimension 
in  GOURMET  cooking.  I  enjoy  eating 
every  bite  of  it.  The  moral  of  this  story: 
“MELTS  IN  YOUR  MOUTH,  NOT  IN 
YOUR  HANDS!!!” 

THE  SANCTIFIED  LADY _ (29) 

I  saw  you  at  JP  Licks.  You  were  eating 
Oreo  Cookie  with  toasted  almonds  mix¬ 
ed  in.  You  looked  so  beautiful  I  wanted 
to  reach  over  and  touch  you. ..But  I 
decided  to  wait  till  we  got  home!  You 
are  my  only  JP  Lick.  XXX  Sweetest 
Taboo. _ (29) 

PSYCHIC  VIBES  TO  PAULA 

Get  me  out  of  here!  Last  saw  you  and 
friends  in  1980  when  I  was  MIT  student. 
Please  contact  me.  Thanks!  Reply  Box 
18. _ (30) 

GWM,  18-25,  wanted  4A  friend  who  has 
old  fashion  values,  non  promiscuous. 
Ad  by  successful  wm,  37, 
(clncut/clnshavn),  have  my  own  car, 
home!  Write  P.O.  Box  1489  Boston 
02205. _ (39) 

RU  18-25?  Do  U  like  to  go  out  to  dinner, 
movies,  weekend  travel!  I’m  a  proffes- 
sional  successful  wm,  37,  who  lives 
alone,  own  home  on  bus  line!  P.O.  Box 
1489  Bos.  02205. _ (39) 

Simply  -  I’m  a  very  busy  cleancut  Irish 
wm  busnsmn  who  would  like  to  date  a 
cute  Bos?  guy  18-26.  Movies,  dinner 
and  relationship?  PO  Box  1210  Boston, 
MA  02205. _ (34) 

Non-smoking,  no  drugs  wm,  18-25, 
without  mustache  wanted  but  must 
have  values,  intelligence  (prefer  blond 
college  athlete).  Ad  by  wm,  37.  P.O.  Box 
1489  Boston  02205. _ (39) 

Amiable  gwm,  38,  wants  young  18-24, 
non-smoking,  blond,  clncut/shaven  stu¬ 
dent  escort  on  a  regular  basis!  I  have 
Boston  home  on  the  MBTA  line!  John 
265-3595.  Best  time  to  call  7-11  pm.  (34) 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner’s  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  it  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Thanks!  (c) 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 


IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  Out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre¬ 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door.  _ (c) 

SLAVE  TO  BEAUTY 
GM  gd  Ikng  athletic  ivy  grad,  36,  lean 
hard  5'9",  140  lbs.,  blue  eyes,  br  hair, 
cln  shvn  will  serve  dom  college  men 
18-25,  explore  safe  fun  with  jockstr 
sneaks,  spanking,  JO,  light  SM.  You're 
slim  muscled  perfect  get  the  worship 
you  deserve.  Box  1397  Cambridge  MA 
02142. _ (24) 


(NfERESTED  IN  FATHERHOOD? 
Lesbian  seeks  sperm  donor. 
Anonymity/participation  in  child  rear¬ 
ing  negotiable.  Serious  inquiries  only. 
Confidential.  P.O.  Box  60, 
Westborough,  MA  01581. _ (29) 

GWM,  Western  MA,  26,  attractive,  in¬ 
telligent,  seeks  friendship  and  possible 
relationship  with  someone  around  my 
age  who  would  appreciate  my  sense  of 
humor  and  shares  a  similar  gay  sen¬ 
sibility.  My  interests  include  pro¬ 
gressive  and  gay  politics,  visiting  the 
city,  film,  music  and  fiction.  If  you  get 
excited  about  Aretha’s  latest  hit,  but 
can  appreciate  a  Truffaut  film  or  an  Ann 
Beattie  story,  we  could  be  compatible 
and  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Reply 
Box  20. _ (29) 

Romantic,  strong  caring  womanly  I,  33, 
seeks  special  friend.  Passions:  music, 
people-watching,  movies,  plays,  nature, 
politics.  Seek  warm,  affectionate  per¬ 
son,  30-50,  who  knows  herself,  is  open, 
warm,  real,  deep.  Reply  to  GCN  Box  21 . 
_ (2?) 


HAVE  LOVE,  WILL  TRAVEL 

Does  your  baby  need  a  grandma? 
Middle-aged  lesbian  couple  need 
grandchild  to  dote  on.  Will  exchange 
refs.  Reply  Box  14. _ (29) 

Bi  guy,  very  young  39,  5'9",  175  lbs., 
looking  for  (ideally)  tall  slender  men  for 
sex,  friendship,  movies,  fitness,  etc; 
maybe  more.  Be  sincere.  Box  269.  (29) 


PUBLICATIONS 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  irreverant  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree,  who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub.  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V. 14/18) 

GUARDIAN:.  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St.,  NY,  NY  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
-journalism.  We  bring  feminist  na¬ 
tional/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs);  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample — $3  for  3 
issues!  Write  off  our  backs,  Dept.  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd,  NW,  Room  212, 
Washington,  D.C.  20009. _ (ex) 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 
Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 

_ (1) 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

-> 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

ac 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

1 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

T 

236-1848 

SERVICES _ 

MASSAGE  FOR  WOMEN 

Relaxing.  Reasonable  rates.  Discounts 
for  pregnant  lesbians  and  lesbian 
mothers.  Aren  868-6922. _ (31) 

CARPENTRY  . 

and  other  repairs. 

522-4094. _ (39) 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


MARCUS  PAINTING 

Woman  run  painting  company.  Int.  ana 
ext.  over  ten  years  experience.  Ref. 
available.  Superior  quality  work.  Call 
Iris  at  396-5058.  (Free  Estimate).  (31) 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 

WIZE  HANDS 

Healing  massage  for  women.  Swedish- 
polarity-acupressure.  Sliding  scale. 
Call  Su  Daurio  at  522-9094. _ (31) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


Female  fine  art  model,  strawberry 
blonde,  very  curvy,  sexy,  cute,  green 
eyes,  fun  personality,  140  pds,  will 
model  for  you.  $10.00  hr.  negotiable. 
Call  Kara,  625-7734, _ (29) 

TRAVEL _ 

SWAZILAND  MAY  86! 

Cjtstanding  opp.  Small  group  safari  in 
independent  African  kingdom.  Emp: 
wildlife,  geogoly,  earlyman.  5/14-31. 
$2750  all  inc.  From  Bos.  Call: 
617/899-0476  anytime. _ (31) 


HELP  WANTED 

1)  Community  Organizer.  Work  with 
tenants  in  a  public  housing  develop¬ 
ment  on  housing  and  social  issues. 
Full  time,  $15,000-16000;  benefits. 

2)  Employment  Outreach  Worker.  Pro¬ 
vide  outreach,  education  and  advocacy 
to  public  housing  residents  around 
vocational  training  and  job  resources. 
Half  time,  $7. 00/hour. 

Resumes  to:  John  Kelly,  East  Boston 
Social  Center,  68  Central  Square,  East 
Boston,  MA  02128. _ (29) 

Red  Sun  Press,  a  collectively  run,  high 
quality,  union  print  shop  seeks  press 
operator  with  commitment  to  anti- 
capitolist  politics.  Affirmative  action 
employer.  (617)  524-6822,  94  Green 
Street.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  Con- 
tact  Ann  Jefferson. _ (29) 

Homemaker/Attendant  for  independant 
disabled  woman.  Duties  include 
bathing,  dressing,  meals  and 
housekeeping.  Mon-Fri  8-noon. 
$5.85/hr  take-home  pay.  Also  backup 
help  weekends,  8-noon  and  6-9pm  and 
live  in  attendant  for  night  repositioning 
Brookline.  232-2186  Mon-Fri,  9-5.  (29) 

SOJOURNER  JOB  OPENING 
Boston’s  feminist  paper  seeks  asser¬ 
tive,  energetic,  organized  ad  sales  rep. 
20  hours/week,  salary,  paid  vacation, 
sick  leave,  partial  insurance.  Come 
join  us!  Please  send  resume  asap  to: 
SOJOURNER,  1.43  Albany  St.,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA02139 _ (32) 

HOUSEHOLD  ASST.  WANTED 

General  errands,  housecleaning  & 
shopping.  Must  be  responsible  &  pro¬ 
mpt.  Friendly,  informal  environment. 
Hours  flexible.  $5/hr.  5-10  hrs/wk.  Ideal 
for  students.  Ms.  Jordan,  825-1794. 
Equal  Opp. _ (29) 


ARCHITECT 

Cambridge  firm  seeks  intelligent  per¬ 
son  with  design  or  working  drawing  ex¬ 
perience.  Call  Hugh  Russell  or  Bruce 
Scott  at  661-5880  immediately.  (29) 

DESIGNER/ARCHITECT 
Small  firm  looking  for  capable  person 
to  participate  full  or  part  time  in  all 
phases  of  office  work,  architectural  & 
graphic  design  thru  working  drawings. 
Exp.  pref’d.  Resume  to:  Tom  Huth,  Ar¬ 
chitect,  137  Walnut  St.  Brookline,  MA 
02146. _ (c) 

NEED  HELP _ 

LESBIAN  MOM’S  AND  PARTNERS 

Participants  needed  for  helath  care 
study.  Designed  by  nurse-midwife. 
Contact  S.  Harvey,  250  Eslinger,  Univ  of 
Or,  Eugene,  OR  97403. _ (29) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP!!!  BOOKS!!! 

Please  consider  sending  or  dropping  by 
GCN(167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111;  on  trhe  Common)  your  already 
read  gay  books  (fiction  or  nonfiction). 
Prisoners  really  do  get  alot  out  of  them 
and  we’ll  be  glad  to  send  them  in. 
Thanks.  (We  don’t  refuse  donations  for 
postage;  but  we’ll  be  glad  to  get  just 
books!). _ (c) 

WRITERS 

Help  GCN  cover  the  culture  beat  all 
over  the  nation.  Plays,  movies,  con¬ 
certs,  perfomances,  we  want  the  latest 
word  on  the  newest  creations  from 
coast  to  coast.  If  you’ld  like  to  join 
GCN’s  team  of  volunteer  reviewers, 
send  a  letter  and  writing  sample  to: 
GCN  Features,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston  M A  02111. _ (c) 


OS  401/SRS  WtO'H'TZ 

For  the  month  of  February,  GCN  wants 
to  help  you  send  a  message  to  those  you 

love. 

For  a  limited  time,  all  personals  have 
been  reduced  to  $2.00  per  insert  (for 
the  first  4  lines  only) 

This  offer  is  good  only 
for  personal  ads.  All 
other  charges  (box 
numbers,  additional 
lines,  etc. (remain  the 
same. 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


APT.. 

ZIP 


PHONE  L 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

- 

■ 

I 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

x 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  fori  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


J  SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

I  PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
|  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

|  Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
■  GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
z  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


io%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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ROOMMATES 


LF  seeks  2  LF  for  Fairmount  St.  Vi 
house  between  Harvard  and  Central 
Sqs.  Lv  rm  dn  area,  kitch  w/dswh,  wood 
stove  yard.  $250  av.  Feb  1  call  Wendy 
497-1480. _ (29) 

2F's  seek  3rd  for  3  bdrm  apt  in  JP. 
Prefer  non-smoking,  semi-veg.  Near 
Orange  and  green  lines.  Avail  betwn 
Feb  15-March  1.  $160  mo  +  util. 
522-2104. _ (29) 

J If  and  If  seek  mature,  responsiblelf  to 
share  lovely  3  bedroom  apt.  near  Davis 
Sq.,  Som.  99.4  chem  free.  $200  +  . 
1(politically  correct)  cat,  628-4165.  (29) 
Lf  seeks  friendly  If  to  share  large  2 
bedroom  w/porches.  Ros/JP  line  nearT. 
Chem  and  smoke  free,  sorry  no  more 
pets  (cats).  $200  +  .  Available  now.  Call 
327-3193. _ (29) 

F  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
2  If’s  seek  3rd  for  3  bedroom  apt.  in  JP, 
very  near  pond.  Beautiful,  sunny, 
woodfloors,  fireplace,  laugdry,  storage, 
roofdeck.  (Have  a  dog,  no  more  pets.) 
Exp.  chef  prefered.  $360  heated.  Jan. 
1st  or  as  soon  as  possible.  522-1953  if 
not  in  please  leave  message. _ (29) 

Lf,  33  and  4  mo.  old  infant  seek  friendly 
If  roommate  to  share  beaut,  pohdside 
JP  apt.  No  drugs  or  alcohol.  No  pets. 
$230+  utils.  Julie  522-2626. _ (29) 

Prof  gf  seeks  f  for  luxurious  2  bed,  2 
bath,  balcony  apt.  near  Cool.  Crnr  in 
Brookline.  Must  be  very  clean  responsi¬ 
ble,  fin.  secure.  Grad  student  ok.  $400 
rent.  Available  1/86.  Call  Mary  731-4185. 
Leave  message.  _ (29) 

Tolerant  Dykes  &  dykey  quasi  straights 
seek  same  for  spacious,  comfy, 
smokeless  casa,  near  Davis  Square  T. 
$200  + util.  Call  666-9359.  Available 
after  Feb.  1. _ (29) 

Gay  male  professor  seeks  clean  neat 
responsible  roommate  for  small  fur¬ 
nished  bedroom  in  unusually  cheerful  5 
rm  apt.  in  South  End  near  Boston 
Center  for  the  Arts.  Fireplace,  parquet, 
tape  deck,  extensive  library,  art  collec¬ 
tion,  waher/dryer  in  basement,  double 
garden,  sunny.  $350  includes  heat. 
Share  utilities.  No  housework  .  One  mo. 
deposit  +  references.  Available  Feb.  1. 
426-2744. _ (29) 

GM  profes,  37,  and  2  cats  seek 
roommate-  2  Ivl,  2  bdrm  twnhouse, 
Windsor  Village,  Waltham.  $432  plus  Vi 
utils,  (approx.  $50).  Call  647-1193.  (29) 


CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 

Middle-aged  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at 
923—0082. _ (c) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

GM  musician-conductor  w /  pno  &  cat. 
Enjoy  performing,  prog  pol.,  clean, 
humor,  good  food,  cooperation.  George 
Fulginiti-Shakar  at  547-2120.  (29) 


APARTMENTS 


DORCHESTER 
LARGE  1  BR  APT. 

In  lovely  Victorian  house,  hardwood 
floors,  yard,  1V4  baths,  sunporch, 
Melville  park,  near  Shawmut  T.  No  pets. 
$595  heated.  825-1912, 482-7943.  (31) 


JP  Pdside  suny  1  br  3rd  fl  apt  skylt  5 
hdwd  fls,  designer  kit,  dw,  nat  wd.  $500 
mo  524-3668  (eves) _ (30) 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

MARLBORO/HUDSON  AREA 

Lesbian  couple  working  in  Waltham/ 
Worcester  seeks  inbetween  location. 
Can  move  anytime.  263-4373.  '  (30) 


HOUSEMATES _ 

SOMERVILLE  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

GM  couple  to  share  6  room  house  with 
M  or  F.  Kitchen,  dining,  livingroom, 
den, +  2  bedrooms,  large  yard  very 
private.  Must  like  pets,  dogs  +cats. 
Please  be  neat  and  responsible.  Be 
part  of  a  warm,  friendly  home. 
References  preferred.  $225  per  mth 
+  1/3  utilities.  Call  629-2970.  Leave 
message. _ (29) 


RESORTS 


VICTORIAN  HOME 

2  L’s  28  +  ,  looking  for  2  more  L’s  to 
i!Ware  Our  9  room  home  in  Upham's  Cdr-* 1 2 *  1 
ner,  Dorchester.  This  is  a  beautiful 
house!  Yard,  fireplaces,  near  busses 
and  Strand  Theater.  Looking  for  in¬ 
dependent,  nonsmokers  w/o  pets.  (We 
have  cats.)  $300/mo  includes 
everything.  Available  2/1.  Call  Julie  at 
work  at  576-4341  or  leave  message  at 
288-1 2R6  (27) 

2  LF  and  kitty  seek  responsible  3rd  for 
newly  painted  bedroom  in  cozy  Porter 
Square  apt.  with  fireplace  and  hard¬ 
wood  floors.  No  active  substance 
abuser  please.  Rent  $217+  utilities. 
Call  625-7734. _ (29) 


REAL  ESTATE 


Log  Cabin  near  Mass  Pike,  RT  20,  RT  9. 
Seven  rms  on  four  acres.  Hot  water  ht. 
Two  fireplaces,  privacy,  zoned  agr. 
Ideal  retirement,  good  fishing,  hunting. 
Small  antique  business,  sell  with  anti¬ 
que  furniture.  Would  consider  renting. 
Call  after6  PM.  617  347-3866.  (30) 

DORCHESTER-SALE  BY  OWNER 
Picturesque  7  rm  Victorian,  3  sunny 
bdrms,  entry  kitch,  walk  in  clos,  newly 
rstrd  din/lvg  rms.  Unfinished  bsmt/at- 
tic.  Short  walk  Ashmont  T.  Lv  messge 
825-0025  8am  to  10pm.  $120K.  (34) 


FOR  SALE 

RESTAURANT  LOUNGE 

Fantastic  opportunity  for  intimate 
gourmet  restaurant.  275  seat  operation, 
downtown  location.  Secluded  brick  din¬ 
ing  areas.  Full  liquor  license,  weekend 
dancing,  outdoor  patio.  Steady  day 
clientele.  $425,000.  723-3985.  (29) 


TRADING  POST  

WOMEN'S  BARTER  NETWORK 

Short  on  cash,  but  have  lots  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women’s  organizations/ 
businesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to 
Women's  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (30?) 


FOR  SALE 


WINTER  SPECIALS 

1)  2  SNOW  TIRES,  tubeless  radials, 
165SR13,  about  10,000  miles,  excellent 
condition;  Tiger  Brand  and  Sears 
Roadhandler.  $25  a  piece;  $40/pair. 

2)  Leather  knee  high  Bass  leatherboots. 

Size  7,  light  brown,  worn  very  little. 
522-5529. _ (c) 

Black  leather  jacket.  Winter  weight, 
quilt  lined.  Perfect  for  cyclists,  cop  or 
security  guard.  Size  52—54,  not  cheap 
but  worth  the  price.  Days391-3411,  (c) 

Singer  double  needle,  zig-zag  sewing 
machine. $75.00.  Call  391-3411.  (c) 


BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  718-625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  718-522-2828 
_  (si  7) 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
M  A  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ (yr) 


CKECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  0265 7 _ (yr) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  x-country  trails, 
ice  skate  or  snowshoe,  soak  in  our  hot 
tub,  enjoy  a  sleigh  ride  or  downhill  ski. 
We’ve  got  it  all— including  a  cozy 
fireplace  and  hundreds  of  books  for 
those  who  prefer  chairs  to  skiis.  Great 
mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118  G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  +Judi  inn- 
keepers. _ (34) 

SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

“Tropically  perfect— Perfectly  tropical” 
(The  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure — Spindrift,  1212  Simonton, 
Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  296-3432. 
Helen,  Hostess. _ (43) 

ORGANIZATIONS  

D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 


LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAII  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  St.  No.  8418,  S.F.,  CA  94102  or 
PO  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 
_ _ (v.  14.23) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 _ (?) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  Siute  140, 
580  Castro  St.,  SF,CA  941 14.  (v14.15)) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you’re  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653. _ (?) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues  .  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact  Equi¬ 
ty  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole 
Lanigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D. _ T?) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 

LOW  AIRFARES  FROM  BOSTON 

London  $373rt  S.F.  $178  rt 

Brussels  395rt  San  Juan  198rt 

St.  Martin  349rt  Lima  599rt 

Los  Angeles  178rt  Tokyo(NYC)  729rt 

Montreal  79rt  Hong  Kong(NYQ  829rt 

New  York  66rt  Mexico  City  375rt 

Quebec  142rt  Seattle  I78rt 

MONTREAL 

WEEKEND 

$1 39/Person 

rt  airfare 

2  NIGHTS  bed  and 
b’fast 

full  Canadian  b’fast 
(Prices  based  on 
double  occupancy) 

,  weekend  Specif 

11 

'  $41S/Person 

LOWEST  PRICES 
ALL  AIRLINES 

tHrtHuwwniniiiiimttiHmri 

to  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
[Alexander  Berkmen,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
tnarcfi/sO. 


Thank  you  so  very  much  for  your  paper. 

|  it  has  helped  me  with  a  lot  of  things.  I’d  I 
like  to  ask  for  a  penpal,  in  Texas  or  not.  [ 
I  I’d  just  like  a  female  gay  penpal.  One  of  I 
my  friends  in  here  drew  a  picture  which  [ 
she  is  sending  you  for  the  paper.  Debra  | 
DENVETT,  407421,  Rt  4  Box  800, 
Gates ville  TX  76528 


WOMEN  IN  PRISON!! 

(Through  The  Looking  Glass,  a  quarterly  I 
■  women’s  prison  newsletter, wants  to  hear  | 
[from  you.  Share  information,  opinions, 
[thoughts,  feeling,  artwork,  etc.  with  each  I 
[other,  and  help  create  the  connections  I 

I  needed  by  all  of  us.  TTLG,  PO  Box  j 
122061,  Seattle,  WA  98122. _ 


WflTTYl 


I’m  a  ’Purple  Pervert’  Dyke  into  S/M, 
I  BID,  porno  and  “women”  only.  I  need 
some  “freaky”  ladies  to  write  me; 
ladies  who  love  spanking,  “leather  & 
lace.”  I’m  a  32  yr  old  Butch  Dyke, 
been  in  prison  T'h  yrs.  I’m  open  for 
anything  to  please  a  foxy  lady.  (I  can’t 
correspond  with  prisoners.)  Robyn 
Shawnee  JACKSON,  Box  A,  600728A, 
G  unit  —  5,  Oakdale  IA  52319. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR! 
Prisoners  have  as  much  right  as 
anyone  to  write  letters  to  the  editors 
of  their  local  newspapers.  Take  ad- "I 
vantage  of  this  right  to  write  local 
papers  (if  you  have  the  postage) 
regularly  even  tho  they  don’t  always 
publish  them.  Don’t  be  bashful.  You 
CAN  express  yourselves.Write  about 
prison  conditions,  AIDS,  health  care, 
job  training,  housing,  need  for  com¬ 
ing  out  (of  prison)  support,  etc  etc 
etc!  GO  FOR  IT!  (Outside  folks  aren’t 
going  to  change  their  minds  if  you 
don’t  ‘educate’  them...) 


I’d  like  to  make  some  new  friends 
among  gay  men  and  lesbians  out 
there.  I’m  one  who  cares  about  peo¬ 
ple.  Try  me  and  see.  My  interests  are 
camping  and  the  outdoors,  reading 
and  making  new  friends.  I  can  receive 
mail  from  other  prisoners.  James  R. 
CONE  (Jamie),  277249  Cedar  G-1,  PO 

Box  900,  Shelton  WA  98584. _ 

My  name  is  George  but  my  friends 
call  me  Tammy.  In  sex  I  enjoy  oral 
and  anal  sex  and  foreplay  (kissing, 
j  caressing,  etc).  I’d  like  to  correspond 
with  some  other  gays.  Will  answer  ail 
i  but  because  of  lack  of  funds  (only  get 
2  free  letters  a  week)  the  letters  with 
SASE  will  be  answered  most  prompt¬ 
ly.  George  F.  WATERMAN  Jr.,  090837, 
PO  Box  1500  (Box  934),  Cross  City  FL 
32628. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


Two  of  our  upcoming  series  of  “infor¬ 
mation  packets"  are  now  ready.  One 
is  on  AIDS  (political  and  medical 
info);  the  other  is  on  TV/TS  issues. 
Write  Mike  at  GCN  if  you  want  one. 
Let  us  hear  about  other  subjects 
packets  are  needed  on.  Thanks. 

ATTENTION  PRISONER  WRITERS! 
There  are  3  active  national  publica 
tions  for  writers  in  prison: 

The  Prison  Writing  Review,  R.D.I, 
Bo\88,  Greenfield  Center,  NY  1283.1. 
(twice  yearly;  $5  subscription) 

Inside /Outside,  GPO  Box  1185, 

NYC  101 16.  (2-4  per  year, $6  sub.) 

Sentences:  Broadsides  o  f  Prison  Poetry. 
World  Prison  Poetry  Center,  245  Whaley 
Ave,  New  Haven  CT  06511. 

Send  questions  about  writing  and 
publishing  to  Cosmep  Inc.,  PO  Box  703, 
San  Francisco  CA  94104. 


MIKE  WANTS  TO  PUT  TOGETHER 
SOMETHING  ON  PRISON  AS  “BIG 
BUSINESS''  AND  ON  THE  TREND  TO 
HAVE  PRISONS  BE  PRIVATELY  RUN. 
IF  YOU  HAVE  SOME  IDEAS  OR  IN¬ 
FORMATION  ON  THESE,  PLEASE 
WRITE:  Mike/GCN,  167  Tremont, 
Boston  MA  02111.  Thanks! 

R.O.S.I. (Remember  Our  Sisters  In¬ 
side)  is  a  network  for  publishing  the 
artwork  of  women  prisoners.  They 
publish  posters,  postcards,  sta¬ 
tionery,  etc.  They  are  actively  seeking 
other  women  to  work  with:  inside  and 
out.  ROSI,  2000  Center  St.  No. 1077 
Berkeley  CA  94704. 


Prisoners  and  Friends:  PROTEST  the 
INDIFFERENCE  of  ‘GAY’  Groups! 
Write  letters  the  following  (and  I 
others  more  near  to  where  you  are)[ 
to  teach  them  that  many  of  the  pro-1 
blems  prisoners  have  -  from  getting  I 
in  to  getting  out  -  ARE  ‘gay’  pro-1 
blems  (not  just  your  individual] 
prisoner  problems).  They,  need  to| 
hear  this  from  MANY  of  you;  other-  L 
wise  they’ll  keep  saying  ‘That’s 
his/her  problem,  not  ’ours’.  You  I 
need  to  get  CLASS  ACTION  suits  go- 1 
ing,  not  just  individual  protest!  [ 
•  National  Gay  Rights  Advocates,  l 
540  Castro  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114  (western  U.S.  only);  National 
Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave,  NY,  NY 
10011;  ACLU  National  Gay  Rights 
Project,  633  So.  Shatto  PI.,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90005;  National 
Lawyers  Guild,  Gay  Caucus,  558 
Capp  St.,  San  Francisco  CA  94110; 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd 
St.,  NY,  NY  10036  (eastern  U.S.  only); 
Texas  Human  Rights  Found.,  1519 
Maryland,  Houston  TX  77006  (TX  pris 
only).  Do  NOT  expect  immediate 
results.  They  will  take  some  time  and 
effort  to  educate.  The  more  of  you 
who  write  and  make  It  clear  the 
issues  are  GAY,  the  more  attention 
they’ll  have  to  pay.  (Don’t  be  surpris¬ 
ed  If  you  don’t  get  any  response  at 
first) 

Also  write  local  gay  papers  and 
groups:  GCN  will  furnish  addresses. 
Again,  don’t  expect  immediate 
results,  they  have  to  be  ’educated’ 
(BY  YOUI) _ 

Graphic  by  HOMff 


POETS!  POETS!! 

Send  you  anti-authoritarian  poetry,  in 
any  style,  traditional  to  punk/reggae 
lyrics,  that  scrumptiously  attack 
racism,  ageism,  lesbian  &  gay 
oppression  or  any  of  the  other  nasty 
power  trips  we  have  to  put  up  with,  to 
SEDITIOUS  DELICIOUS,  PO  Box 
6981,  New  York,  NY  10150. 


IpR/SON  ARTISTS!!! 

|  We  need  graphics!  About  the  width  of  I 
Ifhe  columns  in  this  section  and  done  ini 
I  black  ink  on  white  paper.  Things  fhafj 
Icoufd  illustrate  the  kinds  of  pieces  ;n| 
\the -“Freedom’s  Just”  space  that  runs  I 
Inow  and  then,  and  things  for  this  pen- 1 
I  pal  space.  Don’t  send  anything  you  I 
Iwanf  sent  back  (we  just  don’t  have  I 
I  money  for  postage),  and  we  can't  pro- 1 
Imrse  to  put  everything  we  get  in  im- 1 
I  mediately,  but  we’d  like  to  have  this  I 
■space  illustrated  by  pr/sonersl 
Ifhemse/ves  so  don’t  be  bashful.  Get  out  I 
I  your  pens  and  draw  out  those  feefingsl 
land  thoughts  and  let  us  see  them.| 
I  Thanks. 
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February  1 
to 

February  13 

february  1  Saturday 

Dorchester  —  Wallflower  Order  Dance  Collec- 
ive  presents  “Crossfire”  to  benefit  the  Pledge 
of  Resistance.  Strand  Theatre,  543  Colum¬ 
bia  Rd.  8PM.  $8,  $10,  $12  &  $25  (spon¬ 
sors).  Info:  497-9311. 

Newtonville  —  Janis  Sommers,  Irene  Hall 
&  Alix  Dobkin  to  perform.  27  Jenison  St. 
4-8PM.  $20  minimum  donation.  Info: 
965-0648. 

Waltham  —  Informal  social  group.  Windsor 
Village.  7:30PM-midnight.  Info: 
647-1193. 

Waltham  —  The  Support  Committee  for 
Battered  Women  volunteer  training.  Goes 
through  2/12.  Info:  891-0724. 

Brighton  —  Three  Sisters,  performed  by 
Double  Edge  Theater.  Church  of  Sts.  Luke 
&  Margaret,  40  Brighton  Ave.  8PM.  $8. 
Playing  through  March  1.  Info:  254-4228. 

2  Sunday 

Providence,  Rl  —  The  Yukon  Trading  Com¬ 
pany  Fundraising  Tea  Dance  to  benefit 
Rhode  Island’s  Gay  Help  Line.  123  Snow 
St.  7-1 1PM.  $1. 

Boston  —  Gay/Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau 

potluck.  Boston  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St., 
Rm.  707.  5:30PM.  Potluck:  A-G,  Salad; 
H-N,  Main  Dish;  0-Z,  Dessert.  Info: 
354-0133. 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  poetry  reading  to 

benefit  Focus,  literary  journal  for  D.O.B. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  2-5PM.  $3.  Featuring: 
Veronica  Cunninham,  Nita  Penfold  and 
Patricia  Roth. 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  potluck  at  Bill 
&  John’s.  7:30PM.  Info:  288-4367  or 
288-9155. 

3  monday 

Boston  —  GCN  potluck  supper  and 
membership  meeting.  Critique  the  paper  & 
plan  for  its  future.  All  welcome.  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  6-9PM.  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  “A  Tribute  to  Julian  Beck,” 

with  Rain  House  and  friends  of  the  Living 
Theatre.  Charlie’s  Tap,  280  Green  St., 
Central  Sq.  9PM.  $3. 

4  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Coming  Out  group.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30PM.  In¬ 
fo:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  A  history  of  women’s 
cinema.  Weekly  film  showings  by  the  Har¬ 
vard  Film  Archive.  Carpenter  Center,  24 
Quincy  St.  $2.  Info:  495-4700. 

Boston  —  Boston  Women’s  Fund  volunteer 
open  house.  31  St.  James  Ave.,  9th  Floor. 
7:30PM.  Info:  Stephanie  Borns, 
542-5955. 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  lesbian  support 
group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Rainbow  Coalition  Gay/ Lesbian 
Council.  7:30PM.  Info:  Bruce  or  Patrick, 
424-6989. 

Boston  —  Legacy,  a  drop-in  social  for  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  elders.  Clarendon  St.  YWCA, 
6-8PM.  Info:  725-4907. 

5  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Harvard  Forum  on  its  non¬ 
discrimination  policy.  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  8PM. 


Medford  —  ‘‘Sisters  Soul  to  Soul,”  Wan- 
netta  Jackson  sings  Aretha  Franklin.  Tufts 
Univ.,  Cohen  Aud.  8PM.  $8  at  door;  $5  ad¬ 
vance, senior  citizens,  Tufts  students.  Info: 
381-3493.  ' 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Open  weekly  Feminist 
Discussion  Group  —  topic:  Having  Fun. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

6  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’ s  production  night:  all 

welcome  to  proofread  &  paste-up  pages. 

5-7PM  for  proofreading,  8PM-midnight  for 
paste-up.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Conga  drums  and  percus¬ 
sion:  Latin  &  African  rhythms,  beginner  & 
intermediate  classes.  Central  Sq.  Info: 
Buffy,  776-6699. 

7  friday 

Boston  —  GCA/’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Westboro  —  Tri-County  Association’s  Fri¬ 
day  Night  Coffee  Club  Game  Night.  Bill  & 
Pete’s.  Info:  655-4268. 


Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Oneg  Shabbat.  Bring 
something  sweet  to  share.  74  Joy  St., 
Beacon  Hill.  Info:  782-8894. 


Powerlifting,  Feb.  8 


8  Saturday 

Boston  —  Amazon-Adonis  VI  Powerlifting 
Meet.  South  End  Gym,  1355-A  Washington 
St.,  No.  108.  11:45AM.  $3.  Info: 
451-3514. 

Cambridge  —  Gay/Lesbian  Dance  at  Har¬ 
vard.  Adams  House  Dining  Hall,  38  Plymp- 
ton  St.  9PM-1AM.  Info:  495-5476. 

Boston  —  ‘‘Something  About  the 
Women,”  with  Cathy  Brady,  political  ac¬ 
tivist  &  member  of  Boston  INFACT.  WMFO 
91.5  FM.  11AM. 

Cambridge  —  ‘‘Thirteen  Ships”  launching 
party  and  concert.  Washburn  Aud., 
Episcopal  Divinity  School,  99  Brattle  St. 
8PM.  $6  in  advance,  $7  at  door. 

Concord,  NH  —  ‘‘AIDS:  Facts  and 
Issues,”  sponsored  by  the  Alliance  for  Gay 
&  Lesbian  Rights  &  the  Unitarian  Univer¬ 
sal^  Church.  Unitarian  Universalist,  274 
Pleasant  St.  Noon-6PM.  $10  more/less. 
Snow  date:  Feb.  15. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Grand  Opening  of  the 
Peacock  Coffeehouse.  Center  &  Eliot  Sts. 
8PM.  $3.  Emory  Wood,  Rob  Krikorian,  and 
the  Marianne  Krietlow/Dennis  Pearne  duo 
to  perform.  Childcare  available. 


Rob  Krikorian,  Feb.  8 


9  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Disabled  Lesbians  potluck 
and  discussion.  2-4PM.  Accessible.  Info: 
524-1890. 

Brookline  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
lesbians  potluck  dinner.  6PM.  Info: 
566-7872. 

Cambridge  —  Black  &  White  Men 
Together.  “Perspectives  on  Africa”  by 
former  Peace  Corps  members.  Phillips 
Brooks  House,  Harvard  Univ.  1-5PM. 

Boston  —  Metropolitan  Community  Church 

of  Boston,  a  church  of  the  lesbian  &  gay 
community.  131  Cambridge  St.  Info: 
523-7664. 

10  monday 

Somerville  —  Support  group  for  battered 
lesbians.  Open  only  to  lesbians  who  have 
been  or  are  being  abused.  On-going, 
weekly,  free.  Childcare  available.  Info: 
Respond,  623-5900. 

11  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Sanchin  Women’s  School  of 
Karate  &  Self-Defense  classes  begin.  595 
Mass.  Ave.,  4th  Floor,  Central  Sq.  Sliding- 
scale  fees.  Childcare  by  appointment.  Info: 
522-9821. 

Cambridge  —  Legacy,  a  drop-in  social  for 
lesbian  and  gay  elders.  Cambridge  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Elders,  15  Pearl  St.,  Central  Sq. 

6- 8PM.  Info:  725-4907. 

12  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Community  Networking 
Breakfast.  Club  Cafe.  8AM.  Info: 
536-4478  or  265-1963. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Teachers’  support 
group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 

7- 9PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Brookline  —  In  the  Good  Old  Summertime. 

Brookline  Public  Library,  361  Washington 
St.  7PM.  Free.  Info:  734-0100. 

13  thursday 

Boston  —  Gay  Boston,  a  monthly  TV 
magazine.  Access  Channel  A3.  8PM.  Info: 
723-5130. 

y 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  Choosing  Children 

Network.  Topic:  Childbearing  losses. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Central 
Sq.  7:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Provincetown  —  The  Night  of  the  Iguana, 

performed  by  the  Provincetown  Theatre 
Company.  460  Commercial  St.  8PM.  $6, 
$2.50  seniors  &  students.  Through  March 
2.  Info:  487-2695. 

Framingham  —  Pink  Triangles,  shown  by 
N.O.W.  &  the  Social  Concerns  Committee 
of  First  Parish.  Vernon  St.  7:30PM.  Free. 
Info:  872-6900. 


note  this! 


The  Balcony  Written  by  Jean  Genef.l 
Directed  by  JoAnne  Akalaitis.  Translated  by 
Jean-Claude  ven  Itallie.  Set  by  George 
Tsypin.  With  John  Bottoms,  Joan  McIntosh, 
Rodney  Hudson,  Ben  Halley  Jr.,  Diane 
D’Aquila.  At  the  ART,  Loeb  Drama  Center, 
Cambridge.  Through  February  23. 

Even  with  his  worldwide  reputation 
as  a  playwright  and  novelist,  the 
theatrical  works  of  Jean  Genet  are  rare¬ 
ly  performed.  It  is  a  treat,  then  to  have 
Cambridge’s  American  Repertory 
Theater  mount  a  full-scale  version  of 
The  Balcony.  Yet  while  a  full-scale 
presentation  is  nice,  there  are  times 
when  this  production  becomes 
overblown. 

Genet’s  Balcony  is  set  in  a  nameless 
country,  at  an  unspecified  time,  in  a 
brothel  run  by  Madam  Irma,  which 
caters  to  a  heavy  fantasy  crowd.  Or¬ 
dinary  men  come  here  and  act  out  their 
reveries  of  sex  and  power:  a  gas  man 
becomes  a  bishop;  another  man 
becomes  a  general  who  treats  the  resi¬ 
dent  sex  workers  like  horses;  and  a 
clerk  dons.the  robes  of  a  judge.  Outside 
the  whorehouse  there  is  a  revolution 
happening  with  the  old  rulers  about  to 
be  assassinated.  At  the  very  last  mo¬ 
ment  the  government  rallies  and  con¬ 
vinces  the  brothel  patrons  to  replace 
the  dead  dignitaries  and  restore  faith  in 
the  old  order.  In  one  sweep,  erotic  fan¬ 
tasy  and  political  reality  become  one. 
In  Genet’s  view  there  is  no  difference  be¬ 
tween  a  whorehouse  and  a  ruling  class, 
fantasy  and  reality  are  inter¬ 
changeable,  and  everything  we  do  —  or 
imagine  —  is  a  role  in  which  we  are 
trapped.  It  is  a  frightening  vision. 

In  his  production  notes,  Genet 
specifies  that  his  brothel  is  neither 
sleazy  nor  classy,  that  the  women  are 
“tarts,”  not  elegant,  in-house  call-girls. 
True  to  this  mandate,  while  the  look  of 
the  sets  and  costumes  of  JoAnne 
Akalaitis’s  production  could  never  be 
described  as  tasteful,  they  are  lavish 
without  being  crummy,  flashy  without 
being  cheap.  Yet  while  this 
elaborateness  may  bring  out  the 
theatricality  of  the  piece,  it  also  begins 
to  obscure  Genet’s  meanings.  Akalaitis 
has  also  opted  to  set  the  brothel  in  an 
unnamed  Central  American  country,  a 
specificity  which  infringes  upon  some  of 
the  larger  issues  the  playwright  is  ap¬ 
proaching. 

The  Balcony,  like  most  of  Genet’s 
writing,  is  filled  and  concerned  with  the 
power  and  glory  of  masturbatory  fan¬ 
tasy.  We  have  to  believe  in  the  sexual 
experience  of  the  Judge,  the  General, 
and  the  Bishop  if  their  reincarnation  in¬ 
to  the  real  thing  is  going  to  have  any 
emotional  impact  for  us.  But  rather 
than  staging  them  like  High  Church 
rituals,  Akalaitis  opts  for  lewdness  and 
low  comedy.  What  is  missing  here  is 
the  sexiness  of  Genet,  that  absolute 
drivenness  of  sexual  desire  and  im¬ 
agination  that  can  send  us  reeling  be¬ 
tween  fantasy  and  reality.  There  is  a  lot 
of  flesh  and  filigree  on  stage  at  the 
ART;  and  while  some  of  it  —  like  the  Ex¬ 
ecutioner’s  black  leather  harness/jock 
strap  outfit  —  indicate  fantasy,  too 
many  of  the  others  spell  it  out.  For  The 
Balcony  to  work  we  should  be  enticed, 
and  then  made  afraid  of,  our  own  sex¬ 
ual  fantasies:  too  often  here  we  are 
able  to  laugh  at  the  eroticism  of  others. 

Yet  for  all  of  its  faults,  this  Balcony  is 
entertaining.  Even  its  three-hour  length 
--  probably  twice  as  long  as  necessary 
—  never  seems  to  drag.  But  before  you 
go  see  it,  you  may  want  to  read  the 
script:  being  entertained  is  not  quite 
the  same  thing  as  being  challenged  or 
moved. 

—  Michael  Bronski 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
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NOW  PLAYING 


General  Cinema 


SOUTH  SHORE  PLAZA 

848-1070 


USA  Cinemas 

CHERI 

DALTON  ST.  OPP.  SHERATON  BOS. 

536-2870 

USA  Cinemas 

SOMERVILLE 

at  ASSEMBLY  SQ.  RTE  93 

628-7000 

USA  Cinemas 

DANVERS 

RTE.  128  *  EXIT  24 

777-2555/593-2100 

SHOWCASE  CINEMAS 

REVERE 

RTE.  Cl  &  SQUIRE  RO. 

286-1660 

SHOWCASE  CINEMAS 

WOBURN 

RTE.  128  EXIT  39  A  RTE.  38 

933-5330 

SHOWCASE  CINEMAS 

CIRCLE 

CLEVELAND  CIRCLE 

566-4040 

General  Cinema 

FRAMINGHAM 

RTE.  9  at  SHOPPERS  WORLD 

235-8020/872-4400 

